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FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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For centuries, Kashmir’s ex-
pensive but exquisite and in-
tricately woven pashmina
shawls were either a party
wear or rare collections hid-
den in the wardrobes of the
elite. However, Srinagar-
born fashion designer Zu-
bair Kirmani is writing a new
address for this eye-catching
and ultra-�ne pashmina
shawl: the walls.

Mr. Kirmani, who has al-
ready earned a name for
himself by displaying the
Kashmir-in�uenced couture
at top-notch fashion shows
such as the Wills Lifestyle In-
dia and Lakme Fashion
Weeks, has improvised and
innovated pashmina shawls
into wall hangings, a rare de-
parture for the fabric. 

He has employed di�erent
embossing techniques, in-
cluding tedious thread work,
to do a rare calligraphic
genre with the best craft-
smen in Srinagar to turn
pashmina into a
wall-decorative.

“The idea was to bring

pashmina out of the closet.
The expensive Kashmiri
shawls always limited them-
selves to bright elite parties
or the dark corners of clo-
sets. My attempt is to add to
the utility of the �ne fabric,
which sees a chain of pro-
cess in its making. The way
people buy costly paintings
for the walls, I intend to turn
pashmina into a new feature
to decorate walls with a clas-
sy look,” Mr. Kirmani told
The Hindu.

Reinventing his hallmark
geometrical works in-
�uenced by the Khatam-

band, a decorative geometri-
cal woodwork pattern used
to design ceilings of houses
and houseboats in the Valley,
Mr. Kirmani is using a new
geometrical technique to
reintroduce the Ku�c style of
calligraphy that saw its ad-
vent in Iraq during the pe-
riod of Hazarat Ali, one of
Prophet Muhammed’s sons-
in-law, many centuries ago. 

“This calligraphic work is
challenging. In this artwork,
Koranic verses are written
without diacritics. There are
no signs used under or
above the Arabic letters, ne-

cessary for its right pronun-
ciation. Kashmir’s art has
seen a lot of in�uence from
Persia in the past. Recreating
Ku�c calligraphy on pashmi-
na is a way to relook at the
roots of our in�uence and al-
so to generate a sense of awe
among those who get to see
it. I see this art form as merg-
er of many features,” Mr. Kir-
mani said.

Mr. Kirmani is aiming at
the growing market in the
country and abroad. 

“My recent trips to the Un-
ited Arab Emirates have ex-
posed me to a new market.
We need to contemporarise
pashmina, even if it means
changing its utility. I am sure
Arabs, living in hotter condi-
tions, would like to adorn
the walls with pashmina art-
work rather than buying
shawls,” he said.

Back to Kashmir after
years of spending in the fash-
ion circles of the country,
Mr. Kirmani’s studio at Srina-
gar’s Zakura is aiming to in-
fuse a new life into the static
style in di�erent categories
of fabric. 

Walls get a soft touch with pashmina 
Srinagar-born designer Zubair Kirmani repurposing the shawls as wall hangings

Dynamic edge: Zubair Kirmani aims to infuse a new life into
static styles of the fabric. * PEERZADA ASHIQ

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR
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Countries seeking loans
should worry about unsus-
tainable infrastructure pro-
jects such as airports and
ports that are empty, Exter-
nal A�airs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar said in a sharp riposte
to Bangladesh Foreign Minis-
ter AK Abdul Momen, who
asked about whether the
Quad countries can o�er the
same kind of �nancial assis-
tance that China does. 

In an exchange at the
Munich Security Conference
on Saturday, Mr. Jaishankar
also said India’s ties with Chi-
na were going through a “dif-
�cult phase”, adding that the
state of the relationship
stemmed from “the state of
the border”, and China’s
transgressions along the
Line of Actual Control since
April 2020.

“We have seen now coun-
tries including in our region
being saddled with large
debts. We have seen projects
which are commercially un-
sustainable: airports where

an aircraft doesn’t come,
harbours where a ship
doesn’t come,” Mr. Jaishan-
kar told a panel about the fu-
ture of the Indo-Paci�c, in
comments that appeared to
indicate the debt situation in
Sri Lanka, where there have
been concerns over the
Hambantota port and the
Mattala airport, both origi-
nally developed with Chi-
nese loans, which Sri Lanka
struggled to pay back, even-
tually having to hand over
the port on a 99-year lease to
a Chinese company. 

“It’s obviously in the inter-
est of the consumer country
concerned, but it’s also in
the interest of the interna-

tional community because
unsustainable projects don’t
end there. Often the next is,
debt becomes equity, and
that becomes something
else,” he said, in a further il-
lustration of the problem Sri
Lanka faced.

Signi�cantly, the question
of infrastructure �nancing
was raised by the Foreign Mi-
nister of Bangladesh, who
was in the audience of the
panel discussion where Mr.
Jaishankar shared the stage
with the Foreign Ministers of
France, Australia and Japan,
as well as senior U.S. Senator
Jeanne Shaheen. 

Mr. Momen said while In-
dia had o�ered Lines of Cre-

dit and Japan had also
helped with infrastructure �-
nancing, incoming loans had
been “declining”, and it was
China that had “come for-
ward with a basket of money
and aggressive, a�ordable
proposals”.

Mr. Momen said it was
hard to decide what to do, gi-
ven that with the develop-
ment in Bangladesh, people
were demanding more
infrastructure.

“We need more funding
from our development
partners, and that unfortu-
nately comes with lot of
strings attached and that be-
comes very di�cult. Today,
our largest loans are from
the World Bank and the IMF
and the ADB, but also, we
are trying to get some fund-
ing from others. Is there an
easy way out,” Mr. Momen
asked the panel.

Asked about India’s rela-
tions with China, Mr. Jaish-
ankar repeated his conten-
tion that the situation at the
LAC had come up due to Chi-
na’s actions in 2020.

Rethink impractical projects,
Jaishankar tells Bangladesh FM
Abdul Momen had asked if Quad can o�er same kind of �nancial aid as China
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI
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French President Emmanuel
Macron and Russian leader
Vladimir Putin on Sunday
agreed to work for a cease-
�re in eastern Ukraine, Mr.
Macron’s o�ce said.

In a phone conversation
lasting 105 minutes, they al-
so agreed on “the need to fa-

Contact Group — Ukraine,
Russia and the OSCE — to
meet “to get all interested
parties to commit to a cease-
�re at the contact line”
where government troops
and pro-Russian separatists
are facing each other.

Putin, Macron agree to work
for cease�re in east Ukraine
Agence France-Presse
Paris

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 8
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vour a diplomatic solution to
the crisis and do everything
to achieve one”, the Elysee
said, adding that French Fo-
reign Minister Jean-Yves Le
Drian and his Russian coun-
terpart Sergei Lavrov would
meet “in the coming days”. 

Mr. Putin and Mr. Macron
said they would work “inten-
sely” to allow the Trilateral

a new peace and security or-
der in Europe”, Mr. Ma-
cron’s o�ce said. 

A Washington report qu-
oting Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken said U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden is willing to
meet Mr. Putin “at any time”
to prevent a war in Ukraine. 

Mr. Blinken told CBS’s
“Face the Nation” that the
U.S. President has made
“very clear that he’s pre-
pared to meet President Pu-
tin at any time, in any for-
mat, if that can help prevent
a war.”

“Intense diplomatic work
will take place in the coming
days,” Mr. Macron’s o�ce
said, with several consulta-
tions to take place in the
French capital.

Mr. Macron and Mr. Putin
also agreed that talks among
Russia, Ukraine, France and
Germany should resume to
implement the so-called
Minsk protocol which in
2014 had already called for a
cease�re.

They also agreed to work
towards “a high-level meet-
ing with the aim of de�ning

Putin, Macron agree 
to work for cease�re

Iranian lawmakers have laid
out six conditions for the re-
vival of the 2015 Iran nuclear
deal with global powers in a
letter to President Ebrahim
Raisi published on Sunday,
the country’s o�cial IRNA
news agency reported.

The letter, signed by 250
out of 290 parliamentarians,
stated that U.S. and Euro-
pean parties should guaran-
tee that they would not exit a
restored agreement, nor
trigger the “snapback me-
chanism” under which sanc-
tions on Iran would be im-
mediately reinstated if it
violates nuclear compliance. 

The Parliament has not
voted on the proposed con-
ditions and Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who
enjoys the support of har-

dliners, has the �nal say on
Iran’s nuclear policy and all
other matters of state.

“We have to learn a lesson
from past experiences and
put a red line on the national
interest by not committing
to any agreement without
obtaining necessary guaran-
tees �rst,” lawmakers said in
the letter.

The statement comes in
the midst of �nal steps to re-
vive a 2015 nuclear agree-
ment in Vienna, which could
lead to an agreement “very
soon”, according to a senior
European Union o�cial.

Such conditions from law-
makers at a crucial time risk
restricting Iranian negotia-
tors’ room for manoeuvre in

Vienna and endanger a �nal
agreement.

The letter also said a re-
turn to the deal should only
go ahead if all sanctions were
lifted, including those per-
taining to terrorism, missile
technology and human
rights.

In addition, lawmakers
�rst want to con�rm that
Iran receives money from its
exports, before the govern-
ment returns to nuclear
compliance, the statement
added.

After 10 months of talks in
Vienna, one of the remain-
ing di�erences is Iran’s de-
mand for a guarantee from
the U.S. of no more sanc-
tions or other punitive steps
in the future, and also how
and when to restore veri�a-
ble restrictions on Iran’s nu-
clear activity.

Iran MPs set conditions for N-deal 
Seek guarantee nations won’t pull out of pact or trigger ‘snapback mechanism’

A general view of the Iranian Parliament * REUTERS/FILE

Reuters
Dubai
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Russia will extend military
drills in Belarus that were
due to end on Sunday, the
Belarusian Defence Ministry
announced, in a step U.S. Se-
cretary of State Antony Blin-
ken said made him more
worried about an imminent
Russian invasion of Ukraine.

The Defence Ministry said
the decision was taken be-
cause of military activity
near the borders of Russia
and Belarus as well as the sit-
uation in eastern Ukraine’s
Donbass region.

Sporadic shelling across
the line dividing Ukrainian
government forces and Rus-
sian-backed separatists in
that region increased sharp-
ly last week and continued
on Sunday.

NATO says Russia has up
to 30,000 troops in Belarus
and could use them as part
of an invasion force to attack
Ukraine, which lies to the
south of Belarus. Moscow
denies any such intention.

Speaking to CNN, Mr. Blin-

ken said that while all signs
suggested Russia was on the
brink of invading, the United
States and its allies would
use every diplomatic oppor-
tunity to dissuade the Krem-
lin. Russia has repeatedly de-
nied any plan to attack, and
accuses the West of whip-
ping up fears of war.

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin and his French

counterpart, Emmanuel Ma-
cron, agreed in a phone call
on the need for a diplomatic
solution to the crisis in east-
ern Ukraine, both govern-
ments said.

OSCE meet today
A French presidential advis-
er said the two agreed that a
meeting of the Organization
for Security and Co-opera-

tion in Europe (OSCE), with
representatives from Uk-
raine and Russia, be held on
Monday.

Poland, currently the
OSCE chair, earlier said that
at Ukraine's request it was
convening an extraordinary
session of the council, which
is dedicated to preventing
armed con�ict, on Monday.

Belarus did not say how

long Russian troops in Bela-
rus might now remain in the
country, which lies north of
Ukraine. Belarus Defence Mi-
nister Viktor Khrenin said
the focus of the extended ex-
ercises was "to ensure an
adequate response and de-
escalation of military prepa-
rations of ill-wishers near
our common borders".

The Kremlin did not com-
ment on the Belarus drills.
The Macron adviser said that
Putin had reiterated that the
troops would leave Belarus
after the exercises.

Western countries are
preparing sanctions they say
would be wide-reaching
against Russian �rms and in-
dividuals in case invasion.

British Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson said in a BBC in-
terview broadcast on Sunday
that such sanctions would
“hit very very hard,” and
could include restrictions on
Russian businesses’ access to
the dollar and the pound.

However, he acknow-
ledged such threats may not
deter Moscow. 

Russia, Belarus extend military drills 
NATO says Russia has stationed 30,000 troops in Belarus and could use them to invade Ukraine
Reuters
MOSCOW/DONETSK

In action: Tanks taking part in a joint military drill of Russia and Belarus near Brest. * AFP
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The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
earlier this month passed a signi�cant order re-
lating to the country’s largest stock exchange, the

National Stock Exchange (NSE) of India. As the markets
regulator, whose primary mandate is to ‘protect the in-
terests of investors in securities’, SEBI’s 190-page order
raises more questions than it resolves. In particular, it
spotlights the regulator’s tardiness in adjudicating a
sensitive matter involving the manner of appointment
of a top-level NSE o�cial as well as possible regulatory
violations by the then CEO and MD Chitra Ramkrishna
in sharing con�dential internal information with an un-
known person. By SEBI’s own admission, the �rst com-
plaint alleging governance issues in the NSE’s April 2013
appointment of Anand Subramanian as Chief Strategic
Adviser was received in December 2015. After an ex-
change of e-mails on the issue between the regulator
and the NSE in 2016, SEBI tasked the exchange’s board
with determining if there had been violations of norms.
In November 2017, the NSE sent back a report by the
board’s Nomination and Remuneration Committee
which �agged several irregularities pertaining to his ap-
pointment including his lack of relevant experience
and that Ms. Ramkrishna alone had interviewed him.
Separately, but interconnected, SEBI had in the course
of its probe into another matter at the NSE stumbled
upon, in 2018, documentary evidence pointing to Ms.
Ramkrishna having been in e-mail communication and
sharing sensitive information with an unknown person.

The NSE’s conclusion based on �ndings in a forensic
audit by Ernst & Young that this unknown person was
none other than Mr. Subramanian was sent to SEBI in
October 2018. And yet it took the regulator a further 40
months to inexplicably conclude that the unknown per-
son ostensibly guiding Ms. Ramkrishna was unlikely to
be Mr. Subramanian — the biggest bene�ciary of the gui-
dance by getting promoted as Group Operating O�cer
and receiving annual pay increases that vaulted his an-
nual compensation to ₹4.21 crore by April 2016, from
₹1.68 crore in April 2013. To be sure, SEBI acknowledges
that it was hamstrung by the NSE’s dilatory approach in
responding to its missives. That the board of a Market
Infrastructure Institution, charged with safeguarding
the trust of millions of investors, distressingly failed to
exercise crucial oversight over the conduct of its CEO
apart, SEBI too hardly covers itself in glory. The regula-
tor spills far too much ink in almost voyeuristically shar-
ing the contents of the e-mail exchanges between Ms.
Ramkrishna and her ‘unknown guide’ even as it con-
cludes that it is unable to establish any “speci�c loss
caused to investors” by the NSE and Ms. Ramkrishna.
The onus is now on SEBI to rea�rm that there are no
‘holy cows’ in its regulatory regime and that it remains
laser focused on protecting small investors.

Remiss regulator 
After the NSE �asco, SEBI must rea�rm that it
remains focused on protecting small investors 
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The Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation is plan-
ning to introduce a new pen-
sion product for organised
sector workers who get basic
wages of more than ₹15,000
a month and are not manda-
torily covered under its Em-
ployees’ Pension Scheme
1995 (EPS-95).

At present, all those em-
ployees in the organised sec-
tor whose basic wage (basic
pay plus dearness allo-

wance) is up to ₹15,000 a
month at the time of joining
service are mandatorily co-
vered under EPS-95.

“There has been demand
for higher pension on higher
contributions among the
members of the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisa-
tion (EPFO). Thus, it is under
active consideration to bring
out a new pension product
or scheme for those whose
monthly basic wages are
more than ₹15,000,” a
source privy to the develop-

ment said. The proposal on
this new pension product
could come up for discus-
sion at the meeting of the EP-
FO’s apex decision-making
body, Central Board of Trus-
tees (CBT), in Guwahati on
March 11 and 12.

During the meeting, a
sub-committee constituted
by the Central Board of Trus-
tees on pension-related is-
sues in November 2021
would also submit its report. 

The source said there
were EPFO subscribers with

monthly basic wages of more
than ₹15,000 who are forced
to contribute lower (at the
rate of 8.33% of ₹15,000 per
month into EPS-95) and thus
they get lower pension.

The EPFO had amended
the scheme in 2014 to cap
monthly pensionable basic
wages to ₹15,000. 

Later, there were de-
mands and deliberations to
raise the threshold monthly
basic wage to ₹25,000, but
the proposal was not
approved.

EPFO plans new pension scheme
It is for organised sector workers with basic wages of over ₹15,000 a month
Press Trust of India
New Delhi

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) has recorded
the statement of former Na-
tional Stock Exchange (NSE)
Managing Director Ravi Na-
rain in connection with the
alleged abuse of server archi-
tecture of the exchange to
provide preferential access
to a private company to the
data ahead of other brokers.

In the same case, regis-
tered in May 2018, the agen-
cy had examined former
NSE Managing Director Chi-
tra Ramkrishna this past
week. The CBI has already is-
sued look-out circulars
against her, Mr. Narain and
Anand Subramanian, the
former group operating of-
�cer and adviser to the
exchange.

“Mr. Narain was exa-
mined by a CBI team on Sa-
turday. He is currently in
Delhi,” an agency o�cial
said. Mr. Narain was the
NSE’s Managing Director
and Chief Executive O�cer
from April 1994 till March 31,
2013. He was appointed
Vice-Chairman in the non-
executive category on the ex-
change’s board with e�ect

from April 1, 2013, and re-
mained so till June 1, 2017
when he resigned from his
post.

More statements
The CBI is likely to also re-
cord the statement of Mr.
Subramanian. Earlier, the In-
come-Tax Department had
conducted searches on his
premises and those of Ms.
Ramkrishna in Chennai and
Mumbai.

On February 11, the Secur-
ity and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) levied penalties
on her, NSE and others for
violating rules while ap-
pointing Mr. Subramanian as
chief strategic adviser and

then re-designating him as
the group operating o�cer
and adviser to the then ma-
naging director of the
exchange.

The CBI case is against
stock-broker OPG Securities,
its owner Sanjay Gupta and
others, including unknown
SEBI and NSE o�cials, who
have been accused of being
involved in a conspiracy,
wherein an algorithmic trad-
ing software package named
“Chanakya” was used by the
company to get market feeds
from the NSE server ahead
of others.

The software, developed
by accused Ajay Narottam
Shah using the NSE trade da-

ta gathered by him in 2005-
06 on the pretext of research
work, was sold to OPG Se-
curities and some other
brokers, as alleged.

FIR details
According to the �rst infor-
mation report, Mr. Gupta
and his brother-in-law,
Aman Kakrady, were into il-
legal trading in China, Hong
Kong, Singapore, Dubai and
Ghana through OPG Securi-
ties. 

During 2010-12, he gained
illegal access to the NSE’s
server architecture in con-
spiracy with the exchange of-
�cials using “co-location” fa-
cility. It enabled the
company to log in �rst to the
server ahead of other
brokers.

As it turned out, a load ba-
lancer — a device that facili-
tates distribution of network
tra�c across servers — was
installed by the NSE in 2012.
While servers of all the other
brokers were linked to the
primary servers, Mr. Gupta
got access to the back-up ser-
ver. As the back-up server
had “zero load”, his compa-
ny got expeditious access, as
alleged.

CBI examines NSE’s former MD 
Ravi Narain in ‘co-location’ case
Look-out circulars issued against him, Anand Subramanian, adviser to the �rm

Troubled waters: NSE’s former MD Chitra Ramkrishna was
examined by the CBI this past week. * FILE PHOTO

Devesh K Pandey
NEW DELHI
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If lack of data was an impediment to roll out action
plans against antimicrobial resistance (AMR), now
that excuse has been yanked o�. The recent publica-

tion of The Lancet’s global burden of bacterial antimi-
crobial resistance — an elaborate and studied estimate
validated by using counterfactual analysis for the �rst
time — comes at a time when the world, weary with bat-
tling COVID-19, seems to have lost steam to mount a ro-
bust AMR policy. But the report makes it clear that no
slacking can be allowed on this front any longer; it esti-
mated that 4.95 million deaths were associated with
bacterial AMR in 2019 alone. It also identi�ed the path-
ogens and pathogen-drug combinations that cause such
resistance. Bacterial AMR occurs when the drugs used
to treat infections become less e�ective, as a result of
the pathogens becoming resistant to the drugs. This
happens due to indiscriminate use of antibiotics, avail-
ability of antibiotics over the counter, poor hygiene and
sanitation, antimicrobial use in the farming and poultry
industry, lack of vaccines and newer antibiotics, and
poor infection control practices in hospitals. While data
on exact number of deaths might not have been availa-
ble, there was no doubt about the alarming nature of as-
sociated mortality and morbidity. And yet, few nations
have a policy to counter this pernicious problem.

In 2008, when the NDM1 enzyme that renders bacte-
ria resistant to a range of antibiotics was traced back to
India, it served as an urgent call for action. India re-
leased its own AMR action plan in 2017, and announced
a task force for implementation. By 2019, Kerala and
Madhya Pradesh had rolled out State action plans.
Since then, little progress has ensued: 11 other States
are still framing their action plans. The Chennai Decla-
ration, a consortium of doctors and health-care institu-
tions against AMR, was also formed in 2012 to draw up a
road map. The ban on Colistin in the poultry, aqua
farming and animal feeds supplements sectors, which
India enforced from July 2019, was considered a strong
strike in countering the AMR challenge. No doubt AMR
o�ers humanity one of the most complex challenges
that it has faced; but the recognition that solutions are
not only in the realm of science is necessary. Scienti�c
publications have established the correlation between
AMR and poor hygiene, lax administrative governance
and poor ratio of public-private expenditure. While the
scienti�c community looks for solutions in its ken, go-
vernments must raise the standard of living for citizens,
provide them accessible and a�ordable quality health
care, besides regulating the sale and use of antibiotics.
Not doing so in studied haste will only land up eroding
the signi�cant health-care gains India has proactively,
and painfully at times, secured over the years.

No slacking 
India must raise the standard of living for
citizens, besides regulating antibiotic use
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At the time it was presented,
and in the context of the As-
sembly elections in �ve

States — now underway in Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, Uttarakhand,
Manipur and Goa — the Union
Budget was expected to contain
measures to boost consumption
expenditure. But the Government
chose instead to focus more on
capital expenditure. There were
no major announcements on agri-
culture or rural development. Gi-
ven the recent turmoil as a result
of the farmers’ protests and the re-
peal of the farm laws, this was a lit-
tle surprising. However, a closer
look at the Budget presents a di�e-
rent picture.

Allotments, key subsectors
It is important to look at the bud-
getary allocations for agriculture
from the perspective of agricultu-
ral growth and farmers’ income.
Agriculture has registered a robust
performance during the COVID-19
pandemic and has clocked decent
growth rates of 4.3% and 3.6% dur-
ing 2019-20 and 2020-21. Growth is
projected to be about 3.9% in 2021-
22, which is a very satisfactory per-
formance indeed! This perfor-
mance may partly explain the lack
of any extra focus on agriculture.
However, there is a di�erent story.
Within agriculture, livestock and
�sheries are two subsectors that
have shown an average annual
growth rate of 8% or more in the
last �ve years. 

These two subsectors roughly

contribute about 33% of the gross
value added in agriculture. Also,
as per the Situation Assessment
Survey 2019, more than 15% of in-
come is derived from livestock
subsector. Thus, from a growth
perspective as well as the view-
point of farmers’ income, livestock
and �sheries are important. In
keeping with this, these two sub-
sectors have attracted decent allo-
cations in the Budget. 

An increase
The allocation for livestock health
and disease control — a major con-
cern for those working in the sec-
tor — has rightly been increased
from ₹886 crore to ₹2,000 crore, a
126% increase. The allocation for
the National Livestock Mission has
also increased by more than ₹100
crore (42%). Similarly, the Prad-
han Mantri Matsya Sampada Yoja-
na, a �agship programme of �sher-
ies, has received an increase of
about ₹679 crore (57%). Value ad-
dition in agriculture has also got
increased attention. The produc-
tion-linked incentive scheme for
food processing has received a
huge increase, from ₹10 crore to
₹1,022 crore (a 10,000% jump). Si-
milarly the allocation for micro
food processing, which can help in
really small enterprises such as
pickle and jaggery making, has in-
creased by 125% to ₹900 crore. 

Within the crop subsector also
major changes in allocations have
been made. In keeping with the
broad thrust on capital expendi-
ture in the Budget, the allocation
for the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yoja-
na, or RKVY (a programme to “en-
suring holistic development of
agriculture and allied sectors”) has
been increased by a whopping
₹8,000 crore, a 400% increase.
This programme provides a lot of
�exibility to States to devise and

implement their own agricultural
development programmes. 

However, it needs to be men-
tioned here that various other pro-
grammes such as the Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana
(PMKSY) — to improve farm pro-
ductivity — the Paramparagat
Krishi Vikas Yojana (a programme
to “increase soil fertility and also
the production of healthy food
through organic practices” among
other things), etc. have been
brought under the RKVY fold this
year. 

Even after factoring in this in-
clusion, the allocation has gone up
by more than 90%, which is sub-
stantial. Continuing the focus on
agri-infrastructure, the allocation
for the Agriculture Infrastructure
Fund (AIF) has been increased by
150% to ₹500 crore. The central
sector scheme called the “Forma-
tion and Promotion of 10,000
Farmer Produce Organisations
(FPOs) has also received an alloca-
tion of ₹500 crore (100% in-
crease). 

But a decrease here
Turning to allocations for output
price support, the policy appears
to be a little unclear at present. For
instance, the Pradhan Mantri An-
nadata Aay SanraksHan Abhiyan
(PM-AASHA), which is the �agship
programme to provide enhanced
Minimum Support Price (MSP) of
50% above the cost of production
to farmers (started with a lot of ex-

pectation in 2018), has received an
allocation of just ₹1 crore! The only
conceivable reason for this could
be the impending formation of the
committee to address the issue of
MSPs, which was announced by
the Prime Minister while announc-
ing the repeal of the farm laws.
The allocation for the price sup-
port programme of pulses and oil-
seeds (the Market Intervention
Scheme and Price Support
Scheme, or MIS-PSS) has de-
creased by 58% to ₹1,500 crore.
The allocation for price stabilisa-
tion fund, meant to address ex-
treme volatility in the prices of
perishables, has declined by ₹750
crore (33%). The allocations for
price support have declined; so
too the budgeted allocation for im-
portant subsidies. The budgeted
estimate of fertilizer subsidy has
shown a decline of nearly ₹35,000
crore (25%). Similarly, the food
subsidy has shown a decline of
nearly ₹79,000 crore (28%). Such a
large decline in fertilizer and food
subsidies does not appear achieva-
ble. 

Not much for NREGA
Agriculture is not a stand-alone ac-
tivity but is intrinsically linked to
overall rural development. With
nearly 40% of income being de-
rived from wages by agricultural
households, it is imperative that
rural development is looked at in
conjunction with agriculture. Most
major rural development pro-
grammes such as the Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (con-
nectivity to unconnected habita-
tions), the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (housing for all in urban
areas), and the National Rural Li-
velihood Mission have received
small increases in allocations. One
exception is the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Gua-

rantee Scheme (MGNREGS). This
�agship rural employment pro-
gramme, which has been instru-
mental in reducing distress in the
rural economy during the waves of
the COVID-19 pandemic, has re-
ceived lower allocation — by about
₹25,000 crore (25% decrease)
from RE 2021-22 of ₹98,000 crore.
This is a large decline indeed! A
plausible reason is the possible re-
duction in the need for MGNREGS
with the decline in the severity of
the pandemic. 

Transformative steps
The announcement of measures
to promote kisan drones and en-
courage start-ups to improve value
chains of farm produce are wel-
come steps. The adoption of mod-
ern technology in agriculture
should not only help reinvigorate
the rural economy but could also
possibly encourage the younger
generation to consider agriculture
as a career option — generally per-
ceived to be a laborious and drud-
gery-laden sector.

Finally, though there were no
big ticket announcements on agri-
culture and rural development,
the allocations appear to be in the
right direction. The thrust seems
to be on important subsectors
such as livestock, �sheries and
food processing and also on im-
proving infrastructure in the crop
sector. Although the allocations on
MGNREGS and food and fertilizer
subsidies are somewhat lower,
there are positives in terms of
adoption of technology. The Bud-
get is in the right direction for agri-
culture. And now, implementation
holds the key!

C.S.C. Sekhar is Professor of Economics,
Institute of Economic Growth, 
University of Delhi

The Budget spells green shoots for agri-subsectors 
Though there were no major announcements on agriculture and rural development, the allocations seem to be right 
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It is my conviction that expres-
sion in one’s mother tongue lies
at the heart of an individual or

community’s cultural identity. For
centuries, India has been home to
hundreds of languages and thou-
sands of dialects, making its lin-
guistic and cultural diversity the
most unique in the world. In fact,
our linguistic diversity is one of
the cornerstones of our ancient ci-
vilisation. As I always emphasise,
it is our mother tongue that lends
expression to our vision and aspi-
rations, our values and ideals, as
also our creative and literary
endeavours.

In a speech some years ago, the
former UNESCO Director-General,
Koïchiro Matsuura, underscored
the importance of mother tongue
when he remarked that “the lan-
guage we learn from our mothers
[mother tongue] is the homeland
of our innermost thoughts.” He
aptly described each language to
be “as valuable and distinct as ev-
ery irreplaceable human life”.

Vanishing languages
While languages are among the
key bridges that ensure cultural
and civilisational continuity, glo-
balisation and Westernisation
have impacted not just the growth
but also the survival of many of
our dialects in this rich cultural
and linguistic tapestry. Therefore,
International Mother Language
Day has special signi�cance to the
Indian context.

In November 1999, the UNESCO
General Conference approved the
declaration of February 21 as Inter-
national Mother Language Day, in
response to the declining state of
many languages; it has been ob-
served throughout the world since
2000. UNESCO has been striving

to protect the cultural and linguis-
tic diversity of member-states
through such pro-active interna-
tional measures. According to the
UN agency, at least 43% of the esti-
mated 6,000 languages spoken in
the world are endangered — an
alarming �gure indeed!

This year’s subject
The theme of International Moth-
er Language Day in 2022 — “Using
Technology for Multilingual
Learning: Challenges and Oppor-
tunities” — is one of special rele-
vance to us. The underlying con-
cept is to discuss the role of
technology to further the cause of
multilingual education. The cen-
tral idea is to leverage technology
to support and enrich the teach-
ing-learning experience on a mul-
ti-lingual level. It also aims at
achieving a qualitative, equitable
and inclusive educational expe-
rience. Inevitably, the widespread
use of technology would fast-track
development. As the Director-
General of UNESCO, Audrey Azou-
lay, observed in her message,
“Technology can provide new
tools for protecting linguistic di-
versity. Such tools, for example,
facilitating their spread and analy-
sis, allow us to record and pre-
serve languages which sometimes
exist only in oral form.”

Multilingual education predi-
cated on the increasing use of
one’s mother tongue is a key com-
ponent of inclusion in education.
To underscore the importance of
mother tongue in laying the foun-
dation for one’s intellectual deve-
lopment, I have always likened it
to eyesight and spectacles to other
languages. Spectacles can func-
tion only if there is eyesight. When
applied to Indian classrooms, a
multi-lingual approach would also
create new pathways of learning
by addressing the emerging chal-
lenges on a regional and global
scale. Seen in its entirety, this is in
line with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of “sabka saath, sab-
ka vikas, sabka vishwas”.

Globally, the role of technology

came to the fore during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic when school
shutdowns forced educators and
learners to adapt themselves to
online education. Over weeks and
months, this became the new nor-
mal across the world, though it did
present a host of new challenges.
These include the requisite skills
employed in distance teaching, In-
ternet access, and, importantly,
adapting materials and content in
diverse languages. While the cen-
tral and State governments are tak-
ing active measures to promote
digital learning, it becomes our
responsibility to ensure that there
is no digital divide. 

Direction of the NEP
It would be pertinent to note that
the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 is a visionary docu-
ment which encourages the use of
mother tongue as the medium of
instruction till at least Class �ve
but preferably till Class eight and
beyond. In drawing up a road map
for the future, the NEP seeks to tai-
lor the teaching and learning pro-
cess and modify it by making it ho-
listic, value-based and inclusive.
The use of mother tongue in teach-
ing is bound to create a positive
impact on learning outcomes, as
also the development of the cogni-
tive faculties of students.

There is a pressing need to
create and improve scienti�c and
technical terminology in Indian
languages. This would help trans-
form the educational experience
by making existing knowledge sys-
tems in a range of disciplines ac-
cessible to learners. It would be re-

levant to recall the words of the
renowned physicist, Sir C.V. Ra-
man, who observed with great
clarity and vision that “we must
teach science in our mother ton-
gue. Otherwise, science will be-
come a highbrow activity. It will
not be an activity in which all peo-
ple can participate.”

Helping students
Sir C.V. Raman’s observation has a
prophetic ring of truth when we
see it in the light of the fact that we
have been able to create a large
English-based education system
which includes colleges that o�er
courses in medicine and multiple
disciplines of engineering. This
impressive system paradoxically
excludes a vast majority of lear-
ners in our country from accessing
higher education. Therefore, the
need to build an e�ective multilin-
gual education system across di-
verse streams and disciplines be-
comes all the more imperative. It
is important to bear in mind that
in a survey conducted by the All
India Council for Technical Educa-
tion (AICTE) in 2020 involving ov-
er 83,000 students, nearly 44% of
students voted in favour of study-
ing engineering in their mother
tongue, highlighting a critical
need in technical education.

In this context, the collabora-
tion between the AICTE and IIT
Madras to translate some courses
on the central government’s e-
learning platform, Study Webs of
Active Learning for Young Aspir-
ing Minds (SWAYAM) into eight re-
gional languages such as Tamil,
Hindi, Telugu, Kannada, Bengali,
Marathi, Malayalam and Gujarati,
is commendable. Such tech-led in-
itiatives will serve to democratise
higher education. At the same
time, the decision of the AICTE to
permit B. Tech programmes in 11
native languages, in tune with the
NEP, is a historic move which
would open the door for students
to a wide range of opportunities;
the languages are Hindi, Marathi,
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Gujarati,
Malayalam, Bengali, Assamese,

Punjabi and Odia.
Additionally, learning in (your)

mother tongue is at the core of
building a sense of self-esteem and
identity. While I feel that one must
accord equal respect to all lan-
guages, there is a tendency, which
must be noted with regret, among
some educators and parents to
take a condescending view of edu-
cation in Indian languages in pre-
ference to English language learn-
ing. As a result, children’s access
to their mother tongue becomes
restricted, leading to a sort of so-
cio-cultural rootlessness, especial-
ly if corrective steps are not taken.
We have to teach our children not
to mistake competence in English
to be a yardstick of intellectual su-
periority or as a prerequisite for
achieving success in life.

Examples to emulate
Our policy-planners, educators,
parents and opinion leaders must
bear in mind that when it comes to
education in mother tongue and
local languages, we can take the
cue from European countries as
well as Asian powers such as Ja-
pan, China and Korea, among oth-
ers. 

According to the Language Cen-
sus, whose �ndings were widely
reported in 2018, India is home to
19,500 languages or dialects, of
which 121 languages are spoken by
10,000 or more people in our
country. It is our collective respon-
sibility to revive and revitalise the
196 Indian languages which fall
under the “endangered” category.
Let us not forget that every single
language constitutes a cultural
crucible which stores the distilled
knowledge and the wisdom of our
collective consciousness — our va-
lues, traditions, stories, behaviour
and norms, proverbs, sayings and
idioms. Co-existing over centu-
ries, borrowing from and nurtur-
ing each other, our languages are
interwoven with our individual,
local and national identity.

M. Venkaiah Naidu is the Vice-President 
of India

Tapping technology for multilingual learning 
As the theme of International Mother Language Day 2022, it has much relevance in reshaping Indian higher education 
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General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.


