
 
 
 

SC slams T.N. Governor, fixes time for assent 
Polity & Governance 

 

The Supreme Court strongly criticised Tamil 
Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi for his unconstitutional 
delay in acting on 10 State Legislature Bills. The court 
held that he failed to act for months and only referred 
the Bills to the President after they were re-passed 
and challenged in court. It declared the President’s 
selective assent to the Bills void and ruled that all 10 
had effectively received assent. 

The Bench, led by Justices J.B. Pardiwala and 
R. Mahadevan, emphasised that a Governor should 
be a supportive advisor, not a roadblock. The 
judgment clarified that under Article 200 of the 
Constitution, a Governor must act promptly—either by 
assenting, withholding assent, or referring the Bill to 
the President—and cannot indefinitely delay action. 

The court also set a time frame of one to three 
months for future gubernatorial decisions on Bills and 

called for Governors to act in line with Constitutional values and public expectations. 
 

Time limits 
The Supreme Court set strict time limits for Governors to act on Bills, ranging from one to three months, to 

prevent indefinite delays. A Governor must: 
 Withhold assent within one month if acting on the State Cabinet’s advice. 
 If withholding assent against Cabinet advice, return the Bill with reasons within three months. 
 Reserve a Bill for the President within three months if done against Cabinet advice. 
 Give assent to a re-passed Bill within one month. 
 

Justice Pardiwala stressed that Governors are bound by constitutional timelines under Article 200, and any 
delay could be subject to judicial review. The court found Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi in violation of Article 
200 by not promptly communicating reasons for withholding assent. It ruled that Governors do not have an 
absolute or pocket veto and cannot arbitrarily withhold assent or act on personal discretion, especially when a Bill 
is re-passed by the Legislature.

 
‘Historic’ SC verdict is a victory for all State governments, says Stalin 

Polity & Governance 
 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin hailed the Supreme Court’s judgment declaring 10 Bills withheld by 
Governor R.N. Ravi as effectively approved as a historic victory for all State governments. Addressing the 
Assembly, he emphasized that the verdict upholds the principles of State autonomy and federalism, which the 
DMK has long championed. Stalin thanked the Supreme Court on behalf of the Tamil Nadu government, MLAs, 
and the people for protecting the constitutional rights of State Legislatures. 
Welcomes verdict 

All political parties in the Tamil Nadu Assembly, except the AIADMK and BJP, welcomed the Supreme 
Court’s judgment and praised Chief Minister M.K. Stalin and the DMK government for their efforts. The court had 
criticised Governor R.N. Ravi for unconstitutionally reserving 10 Bills for the President. 
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 On April 2, 2025, U.S. President Donald Trump announced the implementation of significant "reciprocal tariffs" on 
imports from various trading partners, including India, as part of his efforts to reduce the U.S. trade deficit. The tariffs, 
ranging from 10% to 49%, will begin on April 5, with higher tariffs for countries with the largest trade deficits, such as India, 
which will face a 27% tariff on its exports to the U.S. despite ongoing trade negotiations. This move led to market declines 
globally, including a 3% drop in the Dow Jones and a 4% drop in the NASDAQ. Trump's decision was based on his use of 
the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) of 1977, citing the trade deficit as a "national emergency." 
Despite the significant economic impact, India’s official response remained relatively calm.
 In response to the new U.S. tariffs, India's Commerce Ministry issued a statement on April 2, 2025, acknowledging 
the potential impact of the measures and engaging with stakeholders to assess the situation. While expressing concern, 
India also emphasized its commitment to continuing talks for a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) with the U.S., aiming to 
increase bilateral trade to $500 billion by 2030. Unlike other affected countries, India did not threaten countermeasures but 
highlighted potential opportunities arising from the tariffs, noting that India's tariff rate was lower than those faced by rivals 
like Vietnam and Thailand. However, India's diamond and jewelry sector, which exports $10 billion to the U.S., could be 
significantly affected, prompting calls for faster BTA negotiations to mitigate the impact.
Industries take stock
 The auto industry in India does not expect significant impact from the U.S. tariffs, as automobiles and auto parts 

were excluded. However, Boeing may face supply 
chain challenges, potentially delaying aircraft deliv-
eries. President Trump criticized India, Thailand, and 
Vietnam for what he called "vicious attacks" on U.S. 
workers, citing tariffs on motorcycles. This was 
despite India lowering tariffs on foreign motorcycles, 
from 100% in 2017 to 30% in 2025. In his executive 
order, Trump emphasized the need to address trade 
imbalances, comparing India’s average tariff rate of 
17% with China’s 7.5% and the EU’s 5%, and high-
lighted concerns over high tariffs on items like cars, 
rice, and network equipment.
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CM Stalin called the verdict “historic” and highlighted the DMK’s legal battle to uphold State rights. Minister 
Duraimurugan also called it historic, drawing parallels between Stalin and past Tamil emperors, saying he had 
made his father, M. Karunanidhi, proud. The judgment was met with applause in the Assembly, and after 
adjournment, DMK MLAs celebrated by distributing sweets.

 

China vows ‘fight to the end’ in tariff war 
International Relations 

 

China firmly rejected U.S. President Donald Trump’s tariff threats, accusing the U.S. of “blackmail” amid an 
escalating trade war. In response to Trump's plan to raise tariffs on Chinese imports to over 100%, China’s 
Commerce Ministry warned it would “fight to the end” if the U.S. persisted. Despite market turbulence, global 
stocks began to recover, with Japan’s Nikkei rebounding 6% after Trump and Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru 
Ishiba agreed to begin trade talks.

 

RGI flags delay by hospitals in reporting births and deaths 
Polity & Governance 

 

The Registrar-General of India (RGI) has warned private and government hospitals to report all births and 
deaths within 21 days, as required by law. Many hospitals have been delaying this by waiting for families to 
request registration or asking them to do it themselves. In a circular issued on March 17, the RGI noted that while 
90% of such events are being registered, full compliance is still lacking. The delay by hospitals is a key reason 
for not achieving universal registration of births and deaths in India. 
‘Punishable negligence’ 

The Registrar-General of India (RGI), under the Union Home Ministry, reminded all States that under 
Section 23(2) of the Registration of Birth and Death (RBD) Act, negligence by registrars in registering births or 
deaths is punishable by a fine. Following amendments in 2023, the RBD Act now requires all such events to be 
registered on the Centre’s online portal from October 1, 2023. 

Government hospitals, designated as registrars under the Civil Registration System (CRS), have been found 
delaying registrations by waiting for families to initiate the process. The RGI noted that some private hospitals 
also fail to report these events, or even deny responsibility, directing relatives to register the events themselves—
violating legal obligations. 
Certificates in 7 days 

With the Census delayed since 2021, civil registration records have become crucial for estimating 
population. The Registrar-General of India (RGI) directed registrars to issue birth and death certificates within 
seven days. Since October 1, 2023, the digital birth certificate has become the sole document for verifying date 
of birth for services like education, government jobs, and marriage registration. 

The centralised database will also help update the National Population Register (NPR), ration cards, 
property records, and electoral rolls. However, the RGI has not released key reports—Vital Statistics of India and 
Report on Medical Certification of Cause of Death—since 2020, with the last available data from 2019.

 

Governor cannot change his mind second time: SC 
Polity & Governance 

 
The Supreme Court ruled that a Governor cannot 

reserve a Bill for the President’s consideration if the State 
Legislature re-passes it after it was previously returned by 
the Governor. The verdict came in the context of Tamil 
Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi, who withheld assent to 10 Bills 
initially and later referred them to the President after they 
were re-passed by the Assembly. 

Justice J.B. Pardiwala stated that if the Governor 
intended to refer the Bill to the President, he should have 
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Engineering goods to take a hit, exporters of 
textiles see ray of hope

Expect Telangana CM to exercise restraint: SC
POLITY & GOVERNANCE

APRIL

 Following the imposition of a 27% reciprocal tariff by the U.S. on Indian imports, exporters in India have called for an 

 The Supreme Court of India stated on Thursday that it has the authority and responsibility to ensure that Speakers do 
not delay decisions on disqualification petitions under the anti-defection law (Tenth Schedule of the Constitution) until the 

end of a legislative assembly's tenure. The Court criticized 
the practice of waiting until the last months of a House’s 
term to dismiss petitions, asserting it would not allow the 
law to be undermined. The comments came during a hear-
ing regarding petitions from Bharat Rashtra Samithi lead-
ers, urging the Telangana Assembly Speaker to act on 
disqualification proceedings for 10 MLAs who switched 
allegiance to the ruling Congress. The Court is now 
addressing whether constitutional courts can impose a 
specific timeline for Speakers to decide on such petitions, 
a step it has avoided in the past, only requesting action 
within a "reasonable time." 
 During the ongoing case, Justice Gavai criticized 
the Telangana Speaker for not providing a timeline to 
decide disqualification petitions, prompting the court to set 

a deadline itself. The Bench also expressed strong disapproval after senior advocate C.A. Sundaram highlighted comments 
by Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, who allegedly spoke on behalf of the Speaker and dismissed the possibility of 
a by-election for defected MLAs. Justice Gavai recalled a previous instance in September 2024 when the court had shown 
leniency towards Reddy after he apologized for comments on a separate case. Justice Gavai urged the Chief Minister to 
exercise restraint and emphasized that the judiciary expects similar restraint from the executive and legislature. The court 
has now reserved its judgment on the case.

early conclusion of a Bilateral Free Trade 
Agreement (BTA) to mitigate the impact of 
the tariffs. While the tariffs present chal-
lenges, India’s position is relatively favour-
able compared to competitors like Vietnam 
(46%), China (34%), and Indonesia (32%). 
Certain sectors, such as apparel, gems 
and jewellery, and chemicals, may benefit 
from export diversions. However, engineer-
ing exporters are concerned, predicting a 
$4-5 billion drop in exports in the first year, 
urging diversification into new markets like 
the EU, U.K., Canada, and GCC. The 
textile and apparel sector remains optimis-
tic, as the U.S. tariff is lower than those 
faced by competitors, and continued strate-
gic engagement is essential while also 
exploring new export destinations.



done so during the first instance. Once a Bill is re-passed under the first proviso of Article 200, the Governor is 
constitutionally obligated to give assent within a maximum of one month. The court emphasized that the Governor 
has no discretion in this matter, as the Constitution removed the phrase “in his discretion” that existed in the 1935 
Government of India Act, making such discretionary power invalid under the current framework.

 
Shah says terror network crippled, comprehensive changes            

under way in J&K 
Internal Security 

 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah, during his three-day visit to Jammu & Kashmir, reviewed preparations for 
the annual Amarnath Yatra and declared that the terror ecosystem in the region had been crippled due to the 
Modi government’s sustained efforts. He emphasized the government's commitment to developing J&K and 
highlighted significant progress across various sectors. 

Shah chaired a Unified Headquarters meeting on security, attended by top officials but notably without Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah. However, earlier, Shah held a development review meeting at Raj Bhavan with both 
Lieutenant-Governor Manoj Sinha and Omar Abdullah, despite recent tensions between their offices. 

This was Shah’s first visit since an elected government returned to J&K. He also met BJP and RSS leaders 
in Jammu to assess the new government's functioning and the BJP’s role as Opposition. Shah welcomed the 
disassociation of three former separatist leaders from the Hurriyat. 

 

Genome study: 180 million genetic variants found in 9,772 individuals 
Science & Technology 

 

The preliminary findings of the GenomeIndia project, published in Nature Genetics, are based on whole 
genome sequencing of 10,074 healthy, unrelated individuals from 85 populations across India—32 tribal and 53 
non-tribal groups. Blood samples were collected from around 20,000 people, but the study focused on 9,772 
participants after excluding two populations. The project aimed to identify rare genetic variants important for 
understanding complex diseases. Sequencing covered major tribal and non-tribal genetic groups, including 
Tibeto-Burman, Indo-European, Dravidian, and Austro-Asiatic populations. The genomic data is stored in the 
Indian Biological Data Centre in Faridabad. 
Different variants 

Sequencing the genomes of 9,772 individuals in the GenomeIndia project revealed 180 million genetic 
variants. Some are disease-linked, rare, unique to India, or specific to certain communities. Dr. Kumarasamy 
Thangaraj from CSIR-CCMB stated that researchers are now analyzing these variants for their functional 
relevance—particularly those affecting disease risk, drug responses, and adverse reactions. 

The findings have the potential to support the development of affordable diagnostic tools and personalized 
medicine in India. The combination of genetic data with blood biochemistry and anthropometric information is 
expected to enhance disease diagnosis and enable precision medicine. A detailed research paper is expected to 
follow soon. 

Skymet forecasts ‘normal’ monsoon; ‘La Nina weak’ 
Geography 

 
Private weather agency Skymet has forecast a “normal” monsoon for June to September, predicting 3% 

more rainfall than the long-term average of 868.6 mm, with a 5% error margin. La Niña conditions, which usually 
enhance rainfall, are fading, and El Niño, typically associated with weaker monsoons, is ruled out. 

Skymet expects better rainfall in the latter half of the season. Adequate rainfall is predicted for Maharashtra, 
Madhya Pradesh, and the Western Ghats, particularly Kerala, coastal Karnataka, and Goa. However, below-
normal rainfall is expected in the northeast and hilly northern states. 

Monthly predictions indicate June may see 4% less rain, while July, August, and September are expected 
to receive 2%, 8%, and 4% more rainfall, respectively. The India Meteorological Department will release its own 
forecast soon, with a regional breakdown due in mid-May. Last year, India recorded 8% excess rainfall. 
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 In response to the new U.S. tariffs, India's Commerce Ministry issued a statement on April 2, 2025, acknowledging 
the potential impact of the measures and engaging with stakeholders to assess the situation. While expressing concern, 
India also emphasized its commitment to continuing talks for a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) with the U.S., aiming to 
increase bilateral trade to $500 billion by 2030. Unlike other affected countries, India did not threaten countermeasures but 
highlighted potential opportunities arising from the tariffs, noting that India's tariff rate was lower than those faced by rivals 
like Vietnam and Thailand. However, India's diamond and jewelry sector, which exports $10 billion to the U.S., could be 
significantly affected, prompting calls for faster BTA negotiations to mitigate the impact.
Industries take stock
 The auto industry in India does not expect significant impact from the U.S. tariffs, as automobiles and auto parts 

were excluded. However, Boeing may face supply 
chain challenges, potentially delaying aircraft deliv-
eries. President Trump criticized India, Thailand, and 
Vietnam for what he called "vicious attacks" on U.S. 
workers, citing tariffs on motorcycles. This was 
despite India lowering tariffs on foreign motorcycles, 
from 100% in 2017 to 30% in 2025. In his executive 
order, Trump emphasized the need to address trade 
imbalances, comparing India’s average tariff rate of 
17% with China’s 7.5% and the EU’s 5%, and high-
lighted concerns over high tariffs on items like cars, 
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Scientists demonstrate clear quantum advantage using simple game 
Science & Technology 

 

Researchers from the University of Oxford and Universidad de Sevilla have demonstrated quantum 
supremacy using a simple game based on the odd-cycle graph, where it's impossible to colour adjacent points on 
a circle with two colours without repetition. This new approach, published in Physical Review Letters in February, 
offers a simpler and more verifiable way to showcase quantum advantage, compared to previous complex 
methods like Google’s random circuit sampling and China’s Gaussian boson sampling. The new method could 
help make quantum supremacy easier to test and confirm. 
The colouring problem 

The odd-cycle problem involves colouring an odd number of points (e.g., three) on a circle using two colours 
so that no adjacent points share the same colour—a task that's mathematically impossible. In an experiment, 
researchers used this setup as a game between two players, Alice and Bob, who can't communicate. A referee 
asks them questions about point colours, and they win if they give the same answer for the same point and 
different answers for adjacent points. In a classical setup, pre-agreed strategies allow a maximum success rate 
of 83.3% for a three-point circle. 
Playing the quantum game 

To demonstrate the quantum version of the odd-cycle game, researchers entangled two strontium atoms 
placed 2 meters apart using lasers. A computer acted as the referee, sending questions to control systems for 
Alice and Bob, who then used laser pulses to perform quantum operations (rotations) on their atoms based on 
the question. Each atom’s measurement yielded a 0 or 1, mapped to a colour (blue or red), and the result was 
sent back to the referee. The game was played 101,000 times for circles with 3 to 27 points in about a minute. 
Additional tests confirmed the quantum nature of the correlations. 
The quantum advantage 

In the 3-point circle game, the quantum setup achieved a win rate significantly higher than the classical 
83.3%, demonstrating quantum supremacy — a result the researchers extended to circles with up to 19 points. 
Overall, the experiment achieved a 97.8% success rate across 101,000 games, with the 2.2% shortfall attributed 
to noise during entanglement. Additionally, the entanglement test showed the strongest correlation ever recorded 
between two separated quantum systems. 
Why this matters 

The study highlights that the odd-cycle game is a simpler method to demonstrate quantum supremacy 
compared to previous efforts like Google’s Sycamore processor, which used 53 qubits. In contrast, the 
researchers achieved quantum supremacy using just two entangled qubits. Their approach may have practical 
uses in scenarios like the rendezvous task, where agents must coordinate without communication. Unlike classical 
computers that must explore all possibilities, quantum computers can use entanglement and Grover’s algorithm 
to drastically reduce the steps needed to find solutions. The odd-cycle game showcases the potential of quantum 
computing in an accessible way.

 

The gradual transformation of the Home Ministry 
Internal Security 

 
Governments are often evaluated based on their crisis response, but true leadership lies in implementing 

long-term reforms. While ministries like the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) have traditionally focused on reacting 
to crises such as riots or insurgencies, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s call for “Reform, Perform, and Transform” 
emphasizes the importance of structural reforms. This marks a shift in the MHA’s role from reactive interventions 
to proactive governance and institutional reform. 
A new focus 

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has shifted from a reactive crisis-response role to proactively building 
a robust security framework. It now emphasizes counter-terror laws, modernising agencies, technology adoption, 
and intelligence coordination. As the core of India’s internal security and federal governance, the MHA integrates 
security and administration, with constitutional backing through Articles 355, 256, and 356 to ensure effective 
Centre-State coordination. 
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the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) of 1977, citing the trade deficit as a "national emergency." 
Despite the significant economic impact, India’s official response remained relatively calm.
 In response to the new U.S. tariffs, India's Commerce Ministry issued a statement on April 2, 2025, acknowledging 
the potential impact of the measures and engaging with stakeholders to assess the situation. While expressing concern, 
India also emphasized its commitment to continuing talks for a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) with the U.S., aiming to 
increase bilateral trade to $500 billion by 2030. Unlike other affected countries, India did not threaten countermeasures but 
highlighted potential opportunities arising from the tariffs, noting that India's tariff rate was lower than those faced by rivals 
like Vietnam and Thailand. However, India's diamond and jewelry sector, which exports $10 billion to the U.S., could be 
significantly affected, prompting calls for faster BTA negotiations to mitigate the impact.
Industries take stock
 The auto industry in India does not expect significant impact from the U.S. tariffs, as automobiles and auto parts 

were excluded. However, Boeing may face supply 
chain challenges, potentially delaying aircraft deliv-
eries. President Trump criticized India, Thailand, and 
Vietnam for what he called "vicious attacks" on U.S. 
workers, citing tariffs on motorcycles. This was 
despite India lowering tariffs on foreign motorcycles, 
from 100% in 2017 to 30% in 2025. In his executive 
order, Trump emphasized the need to address trade 
imbalances, comparing India’s average tariff rate of 
17% with China’s 7.5% and the EU’s 5%, and high-
lighted concerns over high tariffs on items like cars, 
rice, and network equipment.
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 Following the imposition of a 27% reciprocal tariff by the U.S. on Indian imports, exporters in India have called for an 

 The Supreme Court of India stated on Thursday that it has the authority and responsibility to ensure that Speakers do 
not delay decisions on disqualification petitions under the anti-defection law (Tenth Schedule of the Constitution) until the 

end of a legislative assembly's tenure. The Court criticized 
the practice of waiting until the last months of a House’s 
term to dismiss petitions, asserting it would not allow the 
law to be undermined. The comments came during a hear-
ing regarding petitions from Bharat Rashtra Samithi lead-
ers, urging the Telangana Assembly Speaker to act on 
disqualification proceedings for 10 MLAs who switched 
allegiance to the ruling Congress. The Court is now 
addressing whether constitutional courts can impose a 
specific timeline for Speakers to decide on such petitions, 
a step it has avoided in the past, only requesting action 
within a "reasonable time." 
 During the ongoing case, Justice Gavai criticized 
the Telangana Speaker for not providing a timeline to 
decide disqualification petitions, prompting the court to set 

a deadline itself. The Bench also expressed strong disapproval after senior advocate C.A. Sundaram highlighted comments 
by Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, who allegedly spoke on behalf of the Speaker and dismissed the possibility of 
a by-election for defected MLAs. Justice Gavai recalled a previous instance in September 2024 when the court had shown 
leniency towards Reddy after he apologized for comments on a separate case. Justice Gavai urged the Chief Minister to 
exercise restraint and emphasized that the judiciary expects similar restraint from the executive and legislature. The court 
has now reserved its judgment on the case.

early conclusion of a Bilateral Free Trade 
Agreement (BTA) to mitigate the impact of 
the tariffs. While the tariffs present chal-
lenges, India’s position is relatively favour-
able compared to competitors like Vietnam 
(46%), China (34%), and Indonesia (32%). 
Certain sectors, such as apparel, gems 
and jewellery, and chemicals, may benefit 
from export diversions. However, engineer-
ing exporters are concerned, predicting a 
$4-5 billion drop in exports in the first year, 
urging diversification into new markets like 
the EU, U.K., Canada, and GCC. The 
textile and apparel sector remains optimis-
tic, as the U.S. tariff is lower than those 
faced by competitors, and continued strate-
gic engagement is essential while also 
exploring new export destinations.



The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has evolved in response to security challenges like terrorism and 
insurgency since the 1980s, leading to increased reliance on Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) due to under-
equipped State police. Forces like the RAF, CISF, and others became crucial in addressing unrest, including 
industrial strikes in West Bengal and Kerala. Over time, administrative changes reallocated departments such as 
northeast affairs and justice, while Disaster Management and the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) were brought 
under the MHA's purview. 

For nearly 40 years, India’s internal security focus under the MHA has centered on conflict zones like 
Kashmir, the North-East, and Naxal-affected areas, resulting in around 36,000 security personnel and civilian 
deaths. This emphasis on insurgency and terrorism led to neglect of areas like police modernisation, narcotics 
control, and disaster management. Frequent leadership changes further hindered long-term reforms, except 
during stable tenures under Prime Ministers Rao, Vajpayee, and now Modi, who has ensured continuity and a 
long-term vision in internal security policymaking. 
Reforms and a shift in responses 

Earlier, the MHA’s legislative actions were mostly reactive, with laws like TADA, POTA, and the creation of 
the NIA introduced in response to major terror events. However, since 2019, the Ministry has shifted to a more 
structured approach, introducing over 27 legislative reforms aimed at strengthening national security, terror laws, 
Kashmir integration, and criminal justice. A "whole-of-government" strategy now ensures these reforms are 
supported by improved operations, funding, and performance-based reviews. 

India’s previous responses to terrorism were often temporary, but the current Home Ministry has adopted a 
long-term approach by amending key laws like the NIA Act and UAPA to define terrorism and cut terror financing. 
These legal reforms are supported by expanding the NIA, creating tech databases, revamping the Multi-Agency 
Centre, and encouraging intelligence sharing. Similarly, criminal justice reforms include the introduction of three 
new criminal laws, establishment of the National Forensic Sciences University, and full rollout of CCTNS to 
integrate police and judicial systems. States are also being urged to separate forensics from investigation to 
further improve justice delivery. 

In 2019, for the first time, the MHA budget crossed ₹1 lakh crore. The 2025 Budget allocation has surged 
to ₹2.33 lakh crore, reflecting the government’s focus on internal security and modernisation. The expenditure on 
the Central Paramilitary Forces has also risen, from ₹38,000 crore in 2013-14 to ₹97,000 crore in 2024-25, 
highlighting the enhanced investment in national security and force modernisation. 
Impact on the ground 

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has shifted from reactive crisis management to a proactive and strategic 
approach, leading to a 70% decline in violence in Kashmir, the North-East, and Naxal-affected areas. Key 
initiatives like the dilution of Article 370, peace accords, and a dual focus on security and development have 
fostered integration, stability, and growth in these regions. The MHA now prioritizes long-term reforms over short-
term fixes, transforming India’s internal security architecture into a future-ready and threat pre-emptive framework.

 

The Trump effect and a possible exodus of expertise 
International Relations 

 

The U.S. has for long been the world leader in almost every area of research. The National Science 
Foundation (NSF), which was established in 1950, marked the beginning of the modern American research 
university. The National Institutes of Health (NIH), which go back to the late-19th century, saw significant 
expansion in the post-war years. Together, these two organisations transformed previously underperforming 
American scientific institutions into becoming the world’s pre-eminent research universities. 
Disastrous disruptions 

Since Donald Trump’s return to the White House, the U.S. higher education system has faced significant 
challenges. His administration’s actions—such as undermining science, cutting research funding, targeting federal 
science agencies, and interfering in university affairs—have threatened academic freedom and democratic 
values. Institutions like Columbia University have been forced to change policies under pressure, while major 
agencies like NIH, EPA, NOAA, CDC, and NASA have faced layoffs and program cuts. 

Scientists in the U.S. are uncertain about their future under Donald Trump’s administration, fearing further 
job cuts, funding freezes, censorship, and restrictions on research topics like gender studies, vaccines, and 
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 On April 2, 2025, U.S. President Donald Trump announced the implementation of significant "reciprocal tariffs" on 
imports from various trading partners, including India, as part of his efforts to reduce the U.S. trade deficit. The tariffs, 
ranging from 10% to 49%, will begin on April 5, with higher tariffs for countries with the largest trade deficits, such as India, 
which will face a 27% tariff on its exports to the U.S. despite ongoing trade negotiations. This move led to market declines 
globally, including a 3% drop in the Dow Jones and a 4% drop in the NASDAQ. Trump's decision was based on his use of 
the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) of 1977, citing the trade deficit as a "national emergency." 
Despite the significant economic impact, India’s official response remained relatively calm.
 In response to the new U.S. tariffs, India's Commerce Ministry issued a statement on April 2, 2025, acknowledging 
the potential impact of the measures and engaging with stakeholders to assess the situation. While expressing concern, 
India also emphasized its commitment to continuing talks for a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) with the U.S., aiming to 
increase bilateral trade to $500 billion by 2030. Unlike other affected countries, India did not threaten countermeasures but 
highlighted potential opportunities arising from the tariffs, noting that India's tariff rate was lower than those faced by rivals 
like Vietnam and Thailand. However, India's diamond and jewelry sector, which exports $10 billion to the U.S., could be 
significantly affected, prompting calls for faster BTA negotiations to mitigate the impact.
Industries take stock
 The auto industry in India does not expect significant impact from the U.S. tariffs, as automobiles and auto parts 
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 The Supreme Court of India stated on Thursday that it has the authority and responsibility to ensure that Speakers do 
not delay decisions on disqualification petitions under the anti-defection law (Tenth Schedule of the Constitution) until the 
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the practice of waiting until the last months of a House’s 
term to dismiss petitions, asserting it would not allow the 
law to be undermined. The comments came during a hear-
ing regarding petitions from Bharat Rashtra Samithi lead-
ers, urging the Telangana Assembly Speaker to act on 
disqualification proceedings for 10 MLAs who switched 
allegiance to the ruling Congress. The Court is now 
addressing whether constitutional courts can impose a 
specific timeline for Speakers to decide on such petitions, 
a step it has avoided in the past, only requesting action 
within a "reasonable time." 
 During the ongoing case, Justice Gavai criticized 
the Telangana Speaker for not providing a timeline to 
decide disqualification petitions, prompting the court to set 

a deadline itself. The Bench also expressed strong disapproval after senior advocate C.A. Sundaram highlighted comments 
by Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, who allegedly spoke on behalf of the Speaker and dismissed the possibility of 
a by-election for defected MLAs. Justice Gavai recalled a previous instance in September 2024 when the court had shown 
leniency towards Reddy after he apologized for comments on a separate case. Justice Gavai urged the Chief Minister to 
exercise restraint and emphasized that the judiciary expects similar restraint from the executive and legislature. The court 
has now reserved its judgment on the case.

early conclusion of a Bilateral Free Trade 
Agreement (BTA) to mitigate the impact of 
the tariffs. While the tariffs present chal-
lenges, India’s position is relatively favour-
able compared to competitors like Vietnam 
(46%), China (34%), and Indonesia (32%). 
Certain sectors, such as apparel, gems 
and jewellery, and chemicals, may benefit 
from export diversions. However, engineer-
ing exporters are concerned, predicting a 
$4-5 billion drop in exports in the first year, 
urging diversification into new markets like 
the EU, U.K., Canada, and GCC. The 
textile and apparel sector remains optimis-
tic, as the U.S. tariff is lower than those 
faced by competitors, and continued strate-
gic engagement is essential while also 
exploring new export destinations.



climate change. This has created a cultural divide that could last for generations. Early-career researchers face 
heightened competition and instability, while international students may be discouraged from pursuing doctoral 
studies in the U.S. due to the growing uncertainty. 
There could be a ‘research brain drain’ 

An editorial in Nature calls Donald Trump’s actions an “assault on science,” warning of a likely academic 
exodus from the U.S. due to his policies. This potential brain drain creates opportunities for other regions, 
especially Europe, to attract top scientific talent. Leaders like Patrick Cramer of Germany’s Max Planck Society 
see this as a chance to position their institutions as safe havens for free and unrestricted research. 

In response to Donald Trump’s policies, European institutions and countries like China and South Korea 
are taking steps to attract displaced U.S. scientists. Michiel Scheffer of the EIC mentioned a plan to invite such 
researchers, while France’s Aix-Marseille University launched a “Safe Place for Science” initiative. Efforts are 
underway to expand this into broader “scientific asylum” programs. Some American academics, like Yale’s Jason 
Stanley, are already relocating to countries like Canada. 
 
The repercussions 

The passage draws parallels between 1930s Nazi Germany and present-day America, suggesting Donald 
Trump’s "assault on science" could trigger a reverse academic exodus from the U.S., with global consequences. 
As researchers seek refuge elsewhere, universities worldwide — including in Europe and India — may face 
pressure to accommodate them. However, challenges like European budget deficits, potential NATO instability, 
and shifting priorities may limit their capacity. India might see returning scholars, but uncertainty looms globally 
across academic and research landscapes.

A regional revival 
International Relations 

 

The sixth BIMSTEC summit in Bangkok marked a revival of the regional grouping after years of stagnation. 
Initially intended to bridge South Asia’s SAARC and Southeast Asia’s ASEAN, BIMSTEC gained importance as 
SAARC stalled and other sub-groupings failed. Despite challenges like the COVID-19 pandemic and a recent 
earthquake, the summit was held successfully. Key outcomes included agreements on a BIMSTEC chamber of 
commerce, progress on the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway, disaster management cooperation, and 
plans for a free trade agreement, as outlined in the newly adopted ‘Vision 2030’ document. 

Beyond multilateral outcomes, the BIMSTEC summit facilitated key bilateral meetings. Prime Minister Modi 
and Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus addressed tensions over minority rights, border issues, and 
Sheikh Hasina’s stay in India, with Modi urging restraint in rhetoric. Modi also met Nepal’s K.P. Sharma Oli after 
a period of strained ties, raising hopes for improved relations. Myanmar’s inclusion signalled diplomatic outreach, 
with Modi advising its leader, General Min Aung Hlaing, to restore democracy. While the summit was productive, 
many initiatives echoed past SAARC efforts, emphasizing the need for BIMSTEC to maintain unity and avoid the 
stagnation that befell SAARC.

 

Strengthening enforcement of judicial orders 
PoIity & Governance 

 

Residents of central Jaipur continue to suffer from air horn noise despite regulations and an NGT order 
restricting their use between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. Due to poor enforcement by authorities, the issue remains 
unresolved after over two years. The NGT failed to propose a fully implementable solution, such as a complete 
air horn ban. Effective judicial orders should include practical enforcement strategies to ensure results and public 
trust. Kathmandu serves as a model, where strict enforcement and public awareness have led to success. Weak 
enforcement undermines governance and erodes faith in the judiciary. 
Anticipating hurdles 

Enforcing judicial decisions often faces systemic challenges, with enforcement agencies hesitant to act on 
perceived “minor” violations, creating a gap between judicial intent and practical implementation. The 2017 State 
of Tamil Nadu v. K. Balu case illustrates this issue, where the Supreme Court banned liquor sales within 500 
metres of highways to reduce drink driving. However, enforcement was weak, with measures like reclassifying 
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 On April 2, 2025, U.S. President Donald Trump announced the implementation of significant "reciprocal tariffs" on 
imports from various trading partners, including India, as part of his efforts to reduce the U.S. trade deficit. The tariffs, 
ranging from 10% to 49%, will begin on April 5, with higher tariffs for countries with the largest trade deficits, such as India, 
which will face a 27% tariff on its exports to the U.S. despite ongoing trade negotiations. This move led to market declines 
globally, including a 3% drop in the Dow Jones and a 4% drop in the NASDAQ. Trump's decision was based on his use of 
the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) of 1977, citing the trade deficit as a "national emergency." 
Despite the significant economic impact, India’s official response remained relatively calm.
 In response to the new U.S. tariffs, India's Commerce Ministry issued a statement on April 2, 2025, acknowledging 
the potential impact of the measures and engaging with stakeholders to assess the situation. While expressing concern, 
India also emphasized its commitment to continuing talks for a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) with the U.S., aiming to 
increase bilateral trade to $500 billion by 2030. Unlike other affected countries, India did not threaten countermeasures but 
highlighted potential opportunities arising from the tariffs, noting that India's tariff rate was lower than those faced by rivals 
like Vietnam and Thailand. However, India's diamond and jewelry sector, which exports $10 billion to the U.S., could be 
significantly affected, prompting calls for faster BTA negotiations to mitigate the impact.
Industries take stock
 The auto industry in India does not expect significant impact from the U.S. tariffs, as automobiles and auto parts 
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despite India lowering tariffs on foreign motorcycles, 
from 100% in 2017 to 30% in 2025. In his executive 
order, Trump emphasized the need to address trade 
imbalances, comparing India’s average tariff rate of 
17% with China’s 7.5% and the EU’s 5%, and high-
lighted concerns over high tariffs on items like cars, 
rice, and network equipment.
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a step it has avoided in the past, only requesting action 
within a "reasonable time." 
 During the ongoing case, Justice Gavai criticized 
the Telangana Speaker for not providing a timeline to 
decide disqualification petitions, prompting the court to set 

a deadline itself. The Bench also expressed strong disapproval after senior advocate C.A. Sundaram highlighted comments 
by Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, who allegedly spoke on behalf of the Speaker and dismissed the possibility of 
a by-election for defected MLAs. Justice Gavai recalled a previous instance in September 2024 when the court had shown 
leniency towards Reddy after he apologized for comments on a separate case. Justice Gavai urged the Chief Minister to 
exercise restraint and emphasized that the judiciary expects similar restraint from the executive and legislature. The court 
has now reserved its judgment on the case.
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Agreement (BTA) to mitigate the impact of 
the tariffs. While the tariffs present chal-
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able compared to competitors like Vietnam 
(46%), China (34%), and Indonesia (32%). 
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ing exporters are concerned, predicting a 
$4-5 billion drop in exports in the first year, 
urging diversification into new markets like 
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textile and apparel sector remains optimis-
tic, as the U.S. tariff is lower than those 
faced by competitors, and continued strate-
gic engagement is essential while also 
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highways and relocating outlets used to bypass the ruling. The case highlights the need for judicial foresight to 
anticipate enforcement hurdles and design realistic implementation frameworks. 

While Indian law, through Section 38 and Order 21 of the Code of Civil Procedure (CPC), provides courts 
the authority to execute decrees, enforcement often fails due to concerns over decree validity and judicial 
misconduct. However, successful enforcement cases do exist. In Common Cause v. Union of India (2018), the 
Supreme Court legalized passive euthanasia with clear guidelines and oversight mechanisms, ensuring effective 
implementation. Similarly, the Taj Trapezium Zone case demonstrated the importance of inter-agency 
coordination, leading to the creation of a green belt and regular air quality checks. These cases highlight that 
enforcement succeeds when directives are clear, actionable, and continuously monitored. 
How to ensure enforcement 

To ensure effective enforcement of judicial orders, a structured system is needed where dedicated officers 
in each government department are made accountable for implementation, regular audits, and reporting. 
Leveraging technology can help identify relevant agencies and ensure timely compliance. Transparency and 
positive measures can further promote adherence to judicial directives. The current weakness in enforcement 
undermines judicial reform in India. Strengthening accountability, using tech-driven monitoring, and enhancing 
inter-agency coordination are crucial to translating judicial rulings into real-world impact.

 
Why is active mobility necessary in India? 

PoIity & Governance 
 

Accidental deaths and injuries of pedestrians, cyclists, and street-hawkers are increasing in India’s metro 
cities. Though some urban areas have dedicated lanes for non-motorised users, these are often encroached by 
motor vehicles, making them equally dangerous. Given this situation, promoting active mobility has become 
crucial. 
What is active mobility? 

Active mobility involves human-powered transport like walking, cycling, and skateboarding for travel 
purposes. In India, it is gaining importance due to rising traffic, pollution, health issues, and pedestrian fatalities. 
National policies like the NTOD and Smart Cities Mission, along with global agreements like the Paris Agreement, 
support sustainable and eco-friendly mobility. 

Bengaluru’s first Bicycle Mayor, Sathya Sankaran, has championed active mobility, contributing to the 
Karnataka Active Mobility Bill, 2022, which aims to protect pedestrian and cyclist rights. The bill addresses safety 
concerns, especially as Karnataka recorded the highest pedestrian deaths in 2020. Other states are also 
promoting active mobility: Delhi is expanding cycling infrastructure, Pune has created 300 km of cycling lanes, 
Chennai is redesigning roads for pedestrian safety, and Kochi has introduced a Public Bicycle Sharing system for 
last-mile connectivity. 
What is its significance? 

According to the WHO, active mobility offers economic, social, environmental, and health benefits. 
Economically, it reduces household transport and healthcare costs, while also supporting local businesses 
through increased foot traffic. Walking and cycling are sustainable transport modes with minimal carbon 
emissions, enhancing energy security and reducing India’s road transport emissions. They improve air quality, 
reduce congestion, and offer health benefits like lower disease risk and better mental well-being, making cities 
healthier and more climate-conscious. 
What are the barriers? 

Active mobility is underutilised due to inadequate pedestrian and cyclist-friendly infrastructure, with over 
85% of roads failing to meet safety standards as of 2021. Contributing factors include the availability of cheap 
motorised transport, extreme weather, and long travel distances, all of which discourage walking and cycling. 
Social perceptions hinder active mobility, as cars and bikes are seen as status symbols. In India, rising private 
vehicle ownership—over 12,000 cars sold daily—contributes to traffic congestion. Weak traffic law enforcement 
further makes walking and cycling unsafe. 
How have other countries fared? 

The Netherlands leads in active mobility with over 35,000 km of cycling lanes. The EU promotes walking 
and cycling for sustainable transport, supported by the Vision Zero initiative to reduce accidents. Germany’s Berlin 
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 On April 2, 2025, U.S. President Donald Trump announced the implementation of significant "reciprocal tariffs" on 
imports from various trading partners, including India, as part of his efforts to reduce the U.S. trade deficit. The tariffs, 
ranging from 10% to 49%, will begin on April 5, with higher tariffs for countries with the largest trade deficits, such as India, 
which will face a 27% tariff on its exports to the U.S. despite ongoing trade negotiations. This move led to market declines 
globally, including a 3% drop in the Dow Jones and a 4% drop in the NASDAQ. Trump's decision was based on his use of 
the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) of 1977, citing the trade deficit as a "national emergency." 
Despite the significant economic impact, India’s official response remained relatively calm.
 In response to the new U.S. tariffs, India's Commerce Ministry issued a statement on April 2, 2025, acknowledging 
the potential impact of the measures and engaging with stakeholders to assess the situation. While expressing concern, 
India also emphasized its commitment to continuing talks for a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) with the U.S., aiming to 
increase bilateral trade to $500 billion by 2030. Unlike other affected countries, India did not threaten countermeasures but 
highlighted potential opportunities arising from the tariffs, noting that India's tariff rate was lower than those faced by rivals 
like Vietnam and Thailand. However, India's diamond and jewelry sector, which exports $10 billion to the U.S., could be 
significantly affected, prompting calls for faster BTA negotiations to mitigate the impact.
Industries take stock
 The auto industry in India does not expect significant impact from the U.S. tariffs, as automobiles and auto parts 
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not delay decisions on disqualification petitions under the anti-defection law (Tenth Schedule of the Constitution) until the 

end of a legislative assembly's tenure. The Court criticized 
the practice of waiting until the last months of a House’s 
term to dismiss petitions, asserting it would not allow the 
law to be undermined. The comments came during a hear-
ing regarding petitions from Bharat Rashtra Samithi lead-
ers, urging the Telangana Assembly Speaker to act on 
disqualification proceedings for 10 MLAs who switched 
allegiance to the ruling Congress. The Court is now 
addressing whether constitutional courts can impose a 
specific timeline for Speakers to decide on such petitions, 
a step it has avoided in the past, only requesting action 
within a "reasonable time." 
 During the ongoing case, Justice Gavai criticized 
the Telangana Speaker for not providing a timeline to 
decide disqualification petitions, prompting the court to set 

a deadline itself. The Bench also expressed strong disapproval after senior advocate C.A. Sundaram highlighted comments 
by Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, who allegedly spoke on behalf of the Speaker and dismissed the possibility of 
a by-election for defected MLAs. Justice Gavai recalled a previous instance in September 2024 when the court had shown 
leniency towards Reddy after he apologized for comments on a separate case. Justice Gavai urged the Chief Minister to 
exercise restraint and emphasized that the judiciary expects similar restraint from the executive and legislature. The court 
has now reserved its judgment on the case.

early conclusion of a Bilateral Free Trade 
Agreement (BTA) to mitigate the impact of 
the tariffs. While the tariffs present chal-
lenges, India’s position is relatively favour-
able compared to competitors like Vietnam 
(46%), China (34%), and Indonesia (32%). 
Certain sectors, such as apparel, gems 
and jewellery, and chemicals, may benefit 
from export diversions. However, engineer-
ing exporters are concerned, predicting a 
$4-5 billion drop in exports in the first year, 
urging diversification into new markets like 
the EU, U.K., Canada, and GCC. The 
textile and apparel sector remains optimis-
tic, as the U.S. tariff is lower than those 
faced by competitors, and continued strate-
gic engagement is essential while also 
exploring new export destinations.



Mobility Act mandates wider sidewalks, dedicated cycling lanes, lower speed limits, and prioritises pedestrians 
and cyclists in urban planning. 

 

When law enforcement officers endorse fear and force 
PoIity & Governance 

 

Misuse of force 
by the police has long 
been a contentious 
issue in India. It often 
surfaces in public 
discourse following 
high-profile cases of 
custodial deaths or 
excessive violence. 
India lacks a specific 
law to prevent torture, 
but there is an 
extensive framework of 
legal procedures to 
ensure rights and 
safeguards of arrested 
people. The legality of 
arrest is dependent on 
full compliance with 
these procedures. 

A Lokniti-CSDS 
and Common Cause 
survey of 8,276 Indian 
police personnel 
reveals widespread 
support for the use of 
intimidation and 
extrajudicial tactics. 
Over half believe 
creating fear is 
important for law 
enforcement, while only 
30% reject this 
approach, advocating 
for a more friendly and 
approachable police 
force. (Table 1). 

The survey found 
significant support 
among Indian police 
personnel for vigilante 
justice. Over a quarter 
strongly justified mob 
violence in cases of 
sexual harassment 
(27%) and child 
kidnapping (25%). 
Even for minor crimes 

like pickpocketing, 16% fully supported mob action. In alleged cow slaughter cases, 16% strongly justified such 
violence, with another 22% offering partial support. (Table 2). Police personnel from Gujarat, Odisha, and 
Rajasthan offered the highest support to mobs punishing people in case of alleged cow slaughter (51%, 32% and 
31% respectively). 
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 On April 2, 2025, U.S. President Donald Trump announced the implementation of significant "reciprocal tariffs" on 
imports from various trading partners, including India, as part of his efforts to reduce the U.S. trade deficit. The tariffs, 
ranging from 10% to 49%, will begin on April 5, with higher tariffs for countries with the largest trade deficits, such as India, 
which will face a 27% tariff on its exports to the U.S. despite ongoing trade negotiations. This move led to market declines 
globally, including a 3% drop in the Dow Jones and a 4% drop in the NASDAQ. Trump's decision was based on his use of 
the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) of 1977, citing the trade deficit as a "national emergency." 
Despite the significant economic impact, India’s official response remained relatively calm.
 In response to the new U.S. tariffs, India's Commerce Ministry issued a statement on April 2, 2025, acknowledging 
the potential impact of the measures and engaging with stakeholders to assess the situation. While expressing concern, 
India also emphasized its commitment to continuing talks for a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) with the U.S., aiming to 
increase bilateral trade to $500 billion by 2030. Unlike other affected countries, India did not threaten countermeasures but 
highlighted potential opportunities arising from the tariffs, noting that India's tariff rate was lower than those faced by rivals 
like Vietnam and Thailand. However, India's diamond and jewelry sector, which exports $10 billion to the U.S., could be 
significantly affected, prompting calls for faster BTA negotiations to mitigate the impact.
Industries take stock
 The auto industry in India does not expect significant impact from the U.S. tariffs, as automobiles and auto parts 

were excluded. However, Boeing may face supply 
chain challenges, potentially delaying aircraft deliv-
eries. President Trump criticized India, Thailand, and 
Vietnam for what he called "vicious attacks" on U.S. 
workers, citing tariffs on motorcycles. This was 
despite India lowering tariffs on foreign motorcycles, 
from 100% in 2017 to 30% in 2025. In his executive 
order, Trump emphasized the need to address trade 
imbalances, comparing India’s average tariff rate of 
17% with China’s 7.5% and the EU’s 5%, and high-
lighted concerns over high tariffs on items like cars, 
rice, and network equipment.
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 Following the imposition of a 27% reciprocal tariff by the U.S. on Indian imports, exporters in India have called for an 

 The Supreme Court of India stated on Thursday that it has the authority and responsibility to ensure that Speakers do 
not delay decisions on disqualification petitions under the anti-defection law (Tenth Schedule of the Constitution) until the 

end of a legislative assembly's tenure. The Court criticized 
the practice of waiting until the last months of a House’s 
term to dismiss petitions, asserting it would not allow the 
law to be undermined. The comments came during a hear-
ing regarding petitions from Bharat Rashtra Samithi lead-
ers, urging the Telangana Assembly Speaker to act on 
disqualification proceedings for 10 MLAs who switched 
allegiance to the ruling Congress. The Court is now 
addressing whether constitutional courts can impose a 
specific timeline for Speakers to decide on such petitions, 
a step it has avoided in the past, only requesting action 
within a "reasonable time." 
 During the ongoing case, Justice Gavai criticized 
the Telangana Speaker for not providing a timeline to 
decide disqualification petitions, prompting the court to set 

a deadline itself. The Bench also expressed strong disapproval after senior advocate C.A. Sundaram highlighted comments 
by Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, who allegedly spoke on behalf of the Speaker and dismissed the possibility of 
a by-election for defected MLAs. Justice Gavai recalled a previous instance in September 2024 when the court had shown 
leniency towards Reddy after he apologized for comments on a separate case. Justice Gavai urged the Chief Minister to 
exercise restraint and emphasized that the judiciary expects similar restraint from the executive and legislature. The court 
has now reserved its judgment on the case.
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and jewellery, and chemicals, may benefit 
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ing exporters are concerned, predicting a 
$4-5 billion drop in exports in the first year, 
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The survey shows that while a majority of police personnel (74%) prefer following legal procedures over 
encounter killings, nearly one-fourth (22%) believe that killing dangerous criminals in encounters is sometimes 
necessary for the greater good of society. (Table 3). 

The survey found that while most police personnel reported following legal arrest procedures—80% said a 
female officer was always present during a woman’s arrest and 72% claimed they always informed suspects of 
the arrest reasons and completed inspection memos—only 75% reported full compliance overall. Around 10% 
admitted they rarely or never followed all procedures. (Table 4). 

Only 56% of police personnel said it was always feasible to produce an arrested person before a judge or 
magistrate within 24 hours, indicating limited adherence to this legal requirement. (Table 5). 

Around one-third (30%) of police personnel said they needed more time to interrogate the accused, while 
23% felt the first 24 hours were insufficient for proper investigation, highlighting concerns over time constraints in 
early-stage policing. (Table 6). Similarly, the study examined the feasibility of taking arrested people for a medical 
examination. Close to six in 10 (57%) said that it was always practical to take an arrested person for a medical 
exam, while about one-third said it was feasible only sometimes.

What is the current political situation in South Korea? 
International Relations 

 

On April 4, South Korea’s constitutional court upheld the impeachment of former President Yoon Suk Yeol. 
The Court unanimously (8-0) agreed in favour of the impeachment. Mr. Yoon is the second president to be 
removed from office in the last eight years. According to the constitution, South Korea will have to elect a new 
President within 60 days. 
What led to his impeachment? 

On December 3, 2024, South Korean President Yoon declared martial law to counter alleged “anti-state 
forces.” It marked the country's 17th imposition of martial law. Within six hours, the National Assembly voted to 
lift it under Article 77. On December 14, a second motion led to President Yoon’s removal from office, with 204 
votes in favor. The Democratic Party of Korea holds a majority with 170 seats, while Yoon’s People’s Power Party 
has 108 out of the 300-member Assembly. 
What happened after impeachment? 

The declaration of martial law and President Yoon’s impeachment sparked widespread protests across 
South Korea, deeply dividing public opinion. While thousands backed Yoon, around 200,000 people supported 
his removal outside parliament. On January 17, the Corruption Investigation Office secured an arrest warrant 
against Yoon, prompting his supporters to attack the courthouse. The final hearing on the martial law decree 
occurred on February 25, where Yoon claimed his intent was merely to warn the public about anti-state forces. 
What does the verdict say? 

The Constitutional Court upheld President Yoon’s impeachment, rejecting his justification for declaring 
martial law. The court found that Yoon violated constitutional procedures to bypass the opposition-led National 
Assembly, thereby undermining military neutrality and endangering democracy. It emphasized that the cost of 
impeachment was preferable to the damage caused by constitutional violations. His claims of election fraud were 
dismissed, and the court concluded that Yoon had betrayed the trust of the people. He will now face multiple 
criminal charges previously shielded by his presidential immunity. 
What is next for South Korea? 

South Korea will hold presidential elections on June 3 amid heightened security and public tensions 
following President Yoon’s impeachment. The ruling People’s Power Party (PPP) is in disarray, with Yoon still 
backed by loyal supporters. Lee Jae-Myung of the opposition Democratic Party (DPK), who led the party to a 
parliamentary victory last year, is the leading candidate. The next president will face significant political and 
economic challenges, including managing U.S.-imposed 25% reciprocal tariffs. 

 

Govt. notifies ₹22,919-cr. sop scheme for electronic parts 
Economics & Development 

 

The Ministry of Electronics and IT has launched a ₹22,919-crore Electronics Component Manufacturing 
Scheme to boost domestic production of electronic components. The scheme offers capex- and turnover-linked 
incentives (1–10%) to firms manufacturing passive components. With most smartphones now assembled in India, 
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 On April 2, 2025, U.S. President Donald Trump announced the implementation of significant "reciprocal tariffs" on 
imports from various trading partners, including India, as part of his efforts to reduce the U.S. trade deficit. The tariffs, 
ranging from 10% to 49%, will begin on April 5, with higher tariffs for countries with the largest trade deficits, such as India, 
which will face a 27% tariff on its exports to the U.S. despite ongoing trade negotiations. This move led to market declines 
globally, including a 3% drop in the Dow Jones and a 4% drop in the NASDAQ. Trump's decision was based on his use of 
the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) of 1977, citing the trade deficit as a "national emergency." 
Despite the significant economic impact, India’s official response remained relatively calm.
 In response to the new U.S. tariffs, India's Commerce Ministry issued a statement on April 2, 2025, acknowledging 
the potential impact of the measures and engaging with stakeholders to assess the situation. While expressing concern, 
India also emphasized its commitment to continuing talks for a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) with the U.S., aiming to 
increase bilateral trade to $500 billion by 2030. Unlike other affected countries, India did not threaten countermeasures but 
highlighted potential opportunities arising from the tariffs, noting that India's tariff rate was lower than those faced by rivals 
like Vietnam and Thailand. However, India's diamond and jewelry sector, which exports $10 billion to the U.S., could be 
significantly affected, prompting calls for faster BTA negotiations to mitigate the impact.
Industries take stock
 The auto industry in India does not expect significant impact from the U.S. tariffs, as automobiles and auto parts 
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end of a legislative assembly's tenure. The Court criticized 
the practice of waiting until the last months of a House’s 
term to dismiss petitions, asserting it would not allow the 
law to be undermined. The comments came during a hear-
ing regarding petitions from Bharat Rashtra Samithi lead-
ers, urging the Telangana Assembly Speaker to act on 
disqualification proceedings for 10 MLAs who switched 
allegiance to the ruling Congress. The Court is now 
addressing whether constitutional courts can impose a 
specific timeline for Speakers to decide on such petitions, 
a step it has avoided in the past, only requesting action 
within a "reasonable time." 
 During the ongoing case, Justice Gavai criticized 
the Telangana Speaker for not providing a timeline to 
decide disqualification petitions, prompting the court to set 

a deadline itself. The Bench also expressed strong disapproval after senior advocate C.A. Sundaram highlighted comments 
by Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, who allegedly spoke on behalf of the Speaker and dismissed the possibility of 
a by-election for defected MLAs. Justice Gavai recalled a previous instance in September 2024 when the court had shown 
leniency towards Reddy after he apologized for comments on a separate case. Justice Gavai urged the Chief Minister to 
exercise restraint and emphasized that the judiciary expects similar restraint from the executive and legislature. The court 
has now reserved its judgment on the case.

early conclusion of a Bilateral Free Trade 
Agreement (BTA) to mitigate the impact of 
the tariffs. While the tariffs present chal-
lenges, India’s position is relatively favour-
able compared to competitors like Vietnam 
(46%), China (34%), and Indonesia (32%). 
Certain sectors, such as apparel, gems 
and jewellery, and chemicals, may benefit 
from export diversions. However, engineer-
ing exporters are concerned, predicting a 
$4-5 billion drop in exports in the first year, 
urging diversification into new markets like 
the EU, U.K., Canada, and GCC. The 
textile and apparel sector remains optimis-
tic, as the U.S. tariff is lower than those 
faced by competitors, and continued strate-
gic engagement is essential while also 
exploring new export destinations.



the government aims to enhance domestic value addition in electronics, which currently stands at 18% compared 
to China’s 38%. The goal is to double this value addition by 2030. 

 

How the oil price plunge complicates Saudi Arabia’s economic agenda 
International Relations 

 

Saudi Arabia is under pressure to raise debt or cut spending as falling oil prices threaten its revenue and 
economic diversification plans. Oil prices have dropped to near four-year lows due to trade war fears and 
increased output by OPEC+ members, including Saudi Arabia. This decline could cost the kingdom tens of billions 
in revenue and reduce dividends from state-owned Aramco. The IMF estimates that Saudi Arabia needs oil prices 
above $90 per barrel to balance its budget, but prices have fallen below $65. 
Vision 2030 

Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030 reform programme, aimed at reducing dependence on oil, requires significant 
infrastructure spending, much of which is off-budget but still oil-linked through the $925 billion Public Investment 
Fund. With declining oil prices, the kingdom is expected to rely more on debt, possibly delaying or scaling back 
projects due to existing fiscal and current account deficits. Public debt surged 16% in 2024 to over $324 billion, 
and analysts predict it could rise by another $100 billion in three years. Aramco’s dividends are projected to drop 
by a third, reducing funds for both the government and PIF. Oil accounted for 62% of revenue last year, but total 
revenue is expected to fall 3.7% in 2025. 
Recalibrating finance 

Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund (PIF) is expected to seek more financing to support its increased 
investment target of $70 billion annually from 2025 to 2030, up from $40–50 billion. While PIF did not comment, 
it has already raised $11 billion in 2025 after borrowing $24.8 billion in 2024. The Saudi government has also 
raised $14.4 billion in bonds this year, continuing its trend as a major emerging market debt issuer. PIF has heavily 
invested in domestic projects, including NEOM and a camel dairy firm. Upcoming mega-projects include the 2029 
Asian Winter Games and the 2034 World Cup, involving large-scale infrastructure like artificial snow facilities and 
11 new stadiums. 

Saudi Arabia’s Finance Ministry is reassessing and reprioritizing spending to support economic growth 
without triggering inflation, while ensuring fiscal stability. Despite falling oil prices and global uncertainty, the 
government remains confident in achieving its Vision 2030 goals and hosting major upcoming events. The oil 
price plunge comes amid shifting geopolitics, with U.S. President Donald Trump pressing OPEC to lower prices 
and urging Saudi Arabia to invest $1 trillion in the U.S. He is scheduled to visit Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the UAE 
in May. 
Gold gallops 

Gold has surged to record highs, surpassing $3,000 an ounce, amid global political and economic turmoil 
reminiscent of 1980. However, analysts believe this rally is more sustainable due to persistent geopolitical 
tensions, such as U.S. tariffs and conflicts in Ukraine and the Middle East, with little hope for swift resolution. Spot 
gold recently hit $3,167.57 per ounce and has risen 16% this year, following a 27% increase in 2024. Analysts 
suggest the current rise, driven by uncertainty and risk aversion, marks a more enduring shift in the gold market. 

 

China braces for an economic war of attrition 
International Relations 

 

China is preparing for a prolonged economic standoff with the U.S. amid escalating tariffs. Washington has 
imposed broad tariffs, including higher duties on countries like Vietnam, prompting Chinese retaliation and further 
threats from President Trump. With limited options, China aims to expand trade with other regions, but these 
markets are smaller and cautious about cheap Chinese imports. Domestically, devaluing the yuan could offset 
tariff impacts but risks capital flight and straining relations with potential trade partners. So far, China has allowed 
only minor currency depreciation. 
Tax rebates risky 

China may resort to subsidies, export tax rebates, or other stimulus measures in response to U.S. tariffs, 
though these risk worsening industrial overcapacity and deflation. Despite calls to boost domestic demand, Beijing 
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ranging from 10% to 49%, will begin on April 5, with higher tariffs for countries with the largest trade deficits, such as India, 
which will face a 27% tariff on its exports to the U.S. despite ongoing trade negotiations. This move led to market declines 
globally, including a 3% drop in the Dow Jones and a 4% drop in the NASDAQ. Trump's decision was based on his use of 
the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) of 1977, citing the trade deficit as a "national emergency." 
Despite the significant economic impact, India’s official response remained relatively calm.
 In response to the new U.S. tariffs, India's Commerce Ministry issued a statement on April 2, 2025, acknowledging 
the potential impact of the measures and engaging with stakeholders to assess the situation. While expressing concern, 
India also emphasized its commitment to continuing talks for a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) with the U.S., aiming to 
increase bilateral trade to $500 billion by 2030. Unlike other affected countries, India did not threaten countermeasures but 
highlighted potential opportunities arising from the tariffs, noting that India's tariff rate was lower than those faced by rivals 
like Vietnam and Thailand. However, India's diamond and jewelry sector, which exports $10 billion to the U.S., could be 
significantly affected, prompting calls for faster BTA negotiations to mitigate the impact.
Industries take stock
 The auto industry in India does not expect significant impact from the U.S. tariffs, as automobiles and auto parts 
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 The Supreme Court of India stated on Thursday that it has the authority and responsibility to ensure that Speakers do 
not delay decisions on disqualification petitions under the anti-defection law (Tenth Schedule of the Constitution) until the 

end of a legislative assembly's tenure. The Court criticized 
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law to be undermined. The comments came during a hear-
ing regarding petitions from Bharat Rashtra Samithi lead-
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disqualification proceedings for 10 MLAs who switched 
allegiance to the ruling Congress. The Court is now 
addressing whether constitutional courts can impose a 
specific timeline for Speakers to decide on such petitions, 
a step it has avoided in the past, only requesting action 
within a "reasonable time." 
 During the ongoing case, Justice Gavai criticized 
the Telangana Speaker for not providing a timeline to 
decide disqualification petitions, prompting the court to set 

a deadline itself. The Bench also expressed strong disapproval after senior advocate C.A. Sundaram highlighted comments 
by Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, who allegedly spoke on behalf of the Speaker and dismissed the possibility of 
a by-election for defected MLAs. Justice Gavai recalled a previous instance in September 2024 when the court had shown 
leniency towards Reddy after he apologized for comments on a separate case. Justice Gavai urged the Chief Minister to 
exercise restraint and emphasized that the judiciary expects similar restraint from the executive and legislature. The court 
has now reserved its judgment on the case.
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has made little progress due to potential disruption to manufacturing. Retaliatory tariffs and export controls may 
have limited impact, as China's exports to the U.S. far exceed its imports, but Beijing may still pursue them if it 
believes it can endure the economic strain longer than the U.S. So far, China has matched recent U.S. tariffs and 
pledged to continue fighting amid threats of further escalation. 
Trade surplus 

Despite China’s limited ability to inflict equal economic damage on the U.S. due to its trade surplus and 
greater vulnerability to export controls, Beijing’s recent actions signal a willingness to resist U.S. dominance. 
According to analyst Arthur Kroeber, China appears ready to engage in a prolonged economic standoff, accepting 
the costs of a war of attrition.  
‘Precision strikes’ 

Beijing is leveraging its control over strategic resources to counter U.S. pressure, recently adding seven 
rare earths to its export control list—materials vital to U.S. defense and tech industries. China may expand 
restrictions to 10 more rare earths or impose a full export ban to increase pressure on Washington. 

 

Tariff-whipped Wall Street wonders: will Trump blink? 
International Relations 

 

Investors are questioning U.S. President Donald Trump's tolerance for stock market losses after his recent 
tariffs triggered a sharp market decline. During his first term, Trump often celebrated market gains, with the S&P 
500 rising 68%. However, current hopes for a "Trump put" — a perceived Presidential support for markets — are 
fading, as the S&P and Nasdaq have dropped over 15% and 20% respectively since his second inauguration.  

Experts believe U.S. President Donald Trump is unlikely to abandon his tariff-driven trade policy, which is 
deeply tied to his political identity. Although markets once expected his pro-business stance to support risk assets, 
recent aggressive tariffs have intensified market selloffs, leading investors to doubt the return of the "Trump put." 
Analysts like Bob Elliott suggest that significant further market declines may be needed before any policy reversal 
occurs. 
Not big enough 

Despite speculation that President Trump is deliberately crashing the stock market to pressure the Federal 
Reserve or benefit middle-class investors, he denied these claims, stating the selloff is a necessary “medicine” to 
fix the U.S. trade deficit. While some investors remain hopeful for a policy shift, experts argue that a deeper market 
decline—20-30%—may be required to prompt any change. The recent market drop, the worst since the COVID-
19 pandemic, has intensified debate over Trump’s economic strategy. 

Investors worry that declining consumer confidence, a growing trade war, and rising inflation could severely 
harm the U.S. economy. Economist Brian Bethune warned that the abrupt impact of tariffs may overwhelm resilient 
businesses. Hopes for support from the Federal Reserve also dimmed after Chairman Powell stated that tariffs 
could raise inflation and slow growth, making a rate cut unlikely, despite President Trump urging one. As a result, 
stock market losses deepened. 

 

China’s military expansion is ‘staggering’, says NATO chief 
International Relations 

 

NATO chief Mark Rutte, during a visit to Japan, called China's military expansion "staggering" and 
emphasized the need for stronger NATO-Japan cooperation amid growing global threats. He highlighted shared 
values and challenges posed by China, North Korea, and Russia. Rutte visited a naval base and met Japanese 
Defence Minister Gen Nakatani, who supported deeper ties as Japan works to double its military spending. 

 

U.K. court refuses India’s plea to appeal Bhandari’s discharge 
International Relations 

 

The London High Court on Tuesday rejected the Indian government's request to appeal to the U.K. Supreme 
Court against the discharge of Sanjay Bhandari, a defence consultant wanted in India for alleged tax evasion and 
money laundering. Justice Timothy Holroyde ruled that the application did not raise points of law of general 
importance. This follows a February decision by the High Court granting Bhandari's appeal against extradition on 
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 On April 2, 2025, U.S. President Donald Trump announced the implementation of significant "reciprocal tariffs" on 
imports from various trading partners, including India, as part of his efforts to reduce the U.S. trade deficit. The tariffs, 
ranging from 10% to 49%, will begin on April 5, with higher tariffs for countries with the largest trade deficits, such as India, 
which will face a 27% tariff on its exports to the U.S. despite ongoing trade negotiations. This move led to market declines 
globally, including a 3% drop in the Dow Jones and a 4% drop in the NASDAQ. Trump's decision was based on his use of 
the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) of 1977, citing the trade deficit as a "national emergency." 
Despite the significant economic impact, India’s official response remained relatively calm.
 In response to the new U.S. tariffs, India's Commerce Ministry issued a statement on April 2, 2025, acknowledging 
the potential impact of the measures and engaging with stakeholders to assess the situation. While expressing concern, 
India also emphasized its commitment to continuing talks for a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) with the U.S., aiming to 
increase bilateral trade to $500 billion by 2030. Unlike other affected countries, India did not threaten countermeasures but 
highlighted potential opportunities arising from the tariffs, noting that India's tariff rate was lower than those faced by rivals 
like Vietnam and Thailand. However, India's diamond and jewelry sector, which exports $10 billion to the U.S., could be 
significantly affected, prompting calls for faster BTA negotiations to mitigate the impact.
Industries take stock
 The auto industry in India does not expect significant impact from the U.S. tariffs, as automobiles and auto parts 

were excluded. However, Boeing may face supply 
chain challenges, potentially delaying aircraft deliv-
eries. President Trump criticized India, Thailand, and 
Vietnam for what he called "vicious attacks" on U.S. 
workers, citing tariffs on motorcycles. This was 
despite India lowering tariffs on foreign motorcycles, 
from 100% in 2017 to 30% in 2025. In his executive 
order, Trump emphasized the need to address trade 
imbalances, comparing India’s average tariff rate of 
17% with China’s 7.5% and the EU’s 5%, and high-
lighted concerns over high tariffs on items like cars, 
rice, and network equipment.
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Engineering goods to take a hit, exporters of 
textiles see ray of hope

Expect Telangana CM to exercise restraint: SC
POLITY & GOVERNANCE

APRIL

 Following the imposition of a 27% reciprocal tariff by the U.S. on Indian imports, exporters in India have called for an 

 The Supreme Court of India stated on Thursday that it has the authority and responsibility to ensure that Speakers do 
not delay decisions on disqualification petitions under the anti-defection law (Tenth Schedule of the Constitution) until the 

end of a legislative assembly's tenure. The Court criticized 
the practice of waiting until the last months of a House’s 
term to dismiss petitions, asserting it would not allow the 
law to be undermined. The comments came during a hear-
ing regarding petitions from Bharat Rashtra Samithi lead-
ers, urging the Telangana Assembly Speaker to act on 
disqualification proceedings for 10 MLAs who switched 
allegiance to the ruling Congress. The Court is now 
addressing whether constitutional courts can impose a 
specific timeline for Speakers to decide on such petitions, 
a step it has avoided in the past, only requesting action 
within a "reasonable time." 
 During the ongoing case, Justice Gavai criticized 
the Telangana Speaker for not providing a timeline to 
decide disqualification petitions, prompting the court to set 

a deadline itself. The Bench also expressed strong disapproval after senior advocate C.A. Sundaram highlighted comments 
by Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, who allegedly spoke on behalf of the Speaker and dismissed the possibility of 
a by-election for defected MLAs. Justice Gavai recalled a previous instance in September 2024 when the court had shown 
leniency towards Reddy after he apologized for comments on a separate case. Justice Gavai urged the Chief Minister to 
exercise restraint and emphasized that the judiciary expects similar restraint from the executive and legislature. The court 
has now reserved its judgment on the case.

early conclusion of a Bilateral Free Trade 
Agreement (BTA) to mitigate the impact of 
the tariffs. While the tariffs present chal-
lenges, India’s position is relatively favour-
able compared to competitors like Vietnam 
(46%), China (34%), and Indonesia (32%). 
Certain sectors, such as apparel, gems 
and jewellery, and chemicals, may benefit 
from export diversions. However, engineer-
ing exporters are concerned, predicting a 
$4-5 billion drop in exports in the first year, 
urging diversification into new markets like 
the EU, U.K., Canada, and GCC. The 
textile and apparel sector remains optimis-
tic, as the U.S. tariff is lower than those 
faced by competitors, and continued strate-
gic engagement is essential while also 
exploring new export destinations.



human rights grounds. It remains unclear if India will pursue the next step of seeking direct permission from the 
U.K. Supreme Court. 

 

Countries scramble for ways to cope with tariffs as China-U.S.   
tensions rise 

International Relations 
 

U.S. President Donald Trump and China escalated their trade conflict on Tuesday, with China vowing to 
"fight to the end" and take countermeasures after Trump threatened an additional 50% tariff on Chinese imports. 
This followed Beijing's response to earlier U.S. tariffs of 34% imposed on April 2. Meanwhile, other governments 
began formulating strategies to deal with the intensifying U.S.-China trade war. 
Mistake over mistake 

China has strongly criticized the U.S. threat to raise tariffs, calling it a "mistake on top of a mistake" and 
accusing the U.S. of blackmail. China’s Commerce Ministry and Foreign Ministry emphasized that true dialogue 
requires equality and mutual respect. In response to market turmoil, Chinese state-run firms were instructed to 
stabilize financial markets. Meanwhile, Japan moved into damage control mode after the U.S. imposed 24% tariffs, 
with Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba speaking to President Trump and forming a task force. Japan aims to persuade 
the U.S. to reconsider the tariffs and reduce their economic impact. 
India hopes concession 

Indian Foreign Minister S. Jaishankar spoke with U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio to push for a swift 
conclusion of a bilateral trade deal, seeking relief from a 26% tariff on Indian exports. The U.S. wants greater 
market access for its agricultural goods, but India is resisting due to its large farming population. Trade Minister 
Piyush Goyal is set to consult exporters on the impact. A U.S. statement confirmed discussions on tariffs and fair 
trade. Meanwhile, Malaysian PM Anwar Ibrahim criticized the 24% U.S. tariff on Malaysian imports, calling for a 
unified ASEAN response and advocating trade diversification. Hong Kong’s Chief Executive John Lee condemned 
the tariffs as “bullying” that harmed global trade. 

 

Illegal mining on Indigenous lands in Brazil dropped under Lula: report 
Ecology & Environment 

 

Illegal gold mining in Brazil's Indigenous territories has significantly declined since President Luiz Inácio 
Lula da Silva took office in January 2023, according to a Greenpeace report. Satellite data shows mining-related 
deforestation halved compared to the previous Bolsonaro government, dropping from 16,000 to 4,219 hectares. 
Lula’s administration has taken stronger action against illegal mining by dismantling camps and machinery, 
contrasting with Bolsonaro’s pro-mining stance. However, despite progress, mining remains a major threat to the 
Amazon, causing deforestation, mercury pollution, and biodiversity loss. Notably, mining activity surged 93% in 
Sarare, Mato Grosso, from 2023 to 2024. Lula aims to position Brazil as a leader in combating climate change. 

 

Remove defamatory content about ANI, Delhi HC tells Wikimedia 
Foundation 

PoIity & Governance 
 

The Delhi High Court directed the Wikimedia Foundation to remove allegedly defamatory content on 
Wikipedia that labelled ANI a “propaganda tool.” The court emphasized that as an intermediary under IT Rules, 
Wikipedia must avoid publishing objectionable content. This decision came in response to Wikimedia’s appeal 
against an earlier order mandating content removal. The court also expressed concern about Wikipedia’s 
neutrality, especially regarding edits on ANI’s page. 

The Delhi High Court stated that the Wikimedia Foundation cannot avoid responsibility for Wikipedia content 
by claiming to be merely an intermediary. Emphasizing that Wikipedia should maintain encyclopaedic neutrality, 
the court revised its April 2 order, directing the removal of the allegedly defamatory content against ANI and 
allowing ANI to report similar future content, which Wikipedia must then address. 
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 On April 2, 2025, U.S. President Donald Trump announced the implementation of significant "reciprocal tariffs" on 
imports from various trading partners, including India, as part of his efforts to reduce the U.S. trade deficit. The tariffs, 
ranging from 10% to 49%, will begin on April 5, with higher tariffs for countries with the largest trade deficits, such as India, 
which will face a 27% tariff on its exports to the U.S. despite ongoing trade negotiations. This move led to market declines 
globally, including a 3% drop in the Dow Jones and a 4% drop in the NASDAQ. Trump's decision was based on his use of 
the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) of 1977, citing the trade deficit as a "national emergency." 
Despite the significant economic impact, India’s official response remained relatively calm.
 In response to the new U.S. tariffs, India's Commerce Ministry issued a statement on April 2, 2025, acknowledging 
the potential impact of the measures and engaging with stakeholders to assess the situation. While expressing concern, 
India also emphasized its commitment to continuing talks for a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) with the U.S., aiming to 
increase bilateral trade to $500 billion by 2030. Unlike other affected countries, India did not threaten countermeasures but 
highlighted potential opportunities arising from the tariffs, noting that India's tariff rate was lower than those faced by rivals 
like Vietnam and Thailand. However, India's diamond and jewelry sector, which exports $10 billion to the U.S., could be 
significantly affected, prompting calls for faster BTA negotiations to mitigate the impact.
Industries take stock
 The auto industry in India does not expect significant impact from the U.S. tariffs, as automobiles and auto parts 

were excluded. However, Boeing may face supply 
chain challenges, potentially delaying aircraft deliv-
eries. President Trump criticized India, Thailand, and 
Vietnam for what he called "vicious attacks" on U.S. 
workers, citing tariffs on motorcycles. This was 
despite India lowering tariffs on foreign motorcycles, 
from 100% in 2017 to 30% in 2025. In his executive 
order, Trump emphasized the need to address trade 
imbalances, comparing India’s average tariff rate of 
17% with China’s 7.5% and the EU’s 5%, and high-
lighted concerns over high tariffs on items like cars, 
rice, and network equipment.
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 Following the imposition of a 27% reciprocal tariff by the U.S. on Indian imports, exporters in India have called for an 

 The Supreme Court of India stated on Thursday that it has the authority and responsibility to ensure that Speakers do 
not delay decisions on disqualification petitions under the anti-defection law (Tenth Schedule of the Constitution) until the 

end of a legislative assembly's tenure. The Court criticized 
the practice of waiting until the last months of a House’s 
term to dismiss petitions, asserting it would not allow the 
law to be undermined. The comments came during a hear-
ing regarding petitions from Bharat Rashtra Samithi lead-
ers, urging the Telangana Assembly Speaker to act on 
disqualification proceedings for 10 MLAs who switched 
allegiance to the ruling Congress. The Court is now 
addressing whether constitutional courts can impose a 
specific timeline for Speakers to decide on such petitions, 
a step it has avoided in the past, only requesting action 
within a "reasonable time." 
 During the ongoing case, Justice Gavai criticized 
the Telangana Speaker for not providing a timeline to 
decide disqualification petitions, prompting the court to set 

a deadline itself. The Bench also expressed strong disapproval after senior advocate C.A. Sundaram highlighted comments 
by Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, who allegedly spoke on behalf of the Speaker and dismissed the possibility of 
a by-election for defected MLAs. Justice Gavai recalled a previous instance in September 2024 when the court had shown 
leniency towards Reddy after he apologized for comments on a separate case. Justice Gavai urged the Chief Minister to 
exercise restraint and emphasized that the judiciary expects similar restraint from the executive and legislature. The court 
has now reserved its judgment on the case.

early conclusion of a Bilateral Free Trade 
Agreement (BTA) to mitigate the impact of 
the tariffs. While the tariffs present chal-
lenges, India’s position is relatively favour-
able compared to competitors like Vietnam 
(46%), China (34%), and Indonesia (32%). 
Certain sectors, such as apparel, gems 
and jewellery, and chemicals, may benefit 
from export diversions. However, engineer-
ing exporters are concerned, predicting a 
$4-5 billion drop in exports in the first year, 
urging diversification into new markets like 
the EU, U.K., Canada, and GCC. The 
textile and apparel sector remains optimis-
tic, as the U.S. tariff is lower than those 
faced by competitors, and continued strate-
gic engagement is essential while also 
exploring new export destinations.
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‘Malicious conduct’ 
ANI approached the court against the Wikimedia Foundation, alleging that the Wikipedia page about it was 

locked from public editing, preventing any rebuttal or correction. ANI claimed this action showed malicious intent 
to defame the agency through false and misleading content. 
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 On April 2, 2025, U.S. President Donald Trump announced the implementation of significant "reciprocal tariffs" on 
imports from various trading partners, including India, as part of his efforts to reduce the U.S. trade deficit. The tariffs, 
ranging from 10% to 49%, will begin on April 5, with higher tariffs for countries with the largest trade deficits, such as India, 
which will face a 27% tariff on its exports to the U.S. despite ongoing trade negotiations. This move led to market declines 
globally, including a 3% drop in the Dow Jones and a 4% drop in the NASDAQ. Trump's decision was based on his use of 
the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) of 1977, citing the trade deficit as a "national emergency." 
Despite the significant economic impact, India’s official response remained relatively calm.
 In response to the new U.S. tariffs, India's Commerce Ministry issued a statement on April 2, 2025, acknowledging 
the potential impact of the measures and engaging with stakeholders to assess the situation. While expressing concern, 
India also emphasized its commitment to continuing talks for a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) with the U.S., aiming to 
increase bilateral trade to $500 billion by 2030. Unlike other affected countries, India did not threaten countermeasures but 
highlighted potential opportunities arising from the tariffs, noting that India's tariff rate was lower than those faced by rivals 
like Vietnam and Thailand. However, India's diamond and jewelry sector, which exports $10 billion to the U.S., could be 
significantly affected, prompting calls for faster BTA negotiations to mitigate the impact.
Industries take stock
 The auto industry in India does not expect significant impact from the U.S. tariffs, as automobiles and auto parts 

were excluded. However, Boeing may face supply 
chain challenges, potentially delaying aircraft deliv-
eries. President Trump criticized India, Thailand, and 
Vietnam for what he called "vicious attacks" on U.S. 
workers, citing tariffs on motorcycles. This was 
despite India lowering tariffs on foreign motorcycles, 
from 100% in 2017 to 30% in 2025. In his executive 
order, Trump emphasized the need to address trade 
imbalances, comparing India’s average tariff rate of 
17% with China’s 7.5% and the EU’s 5%, and high-
lighted concerns over high tariffs on items like cars, 
rice, and network equipment.
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Indian stock indices showed a mixed response to U.S. President Donald Trump's tariff actions, initially reacting nega
tively but recovering later in the day. The Nifty index opened sharply lower by 182 points but regained most of its losses, 

down by 0.35%. The Sensex closed 0.42% lower, shedding 322 points. Compared to other Asian markets, India's losses 
were relatively modest, with China, Hong Kong, Thailand, and Vietnam experiencing steeper declines. Sectors such
pharma, healthcare, and PSU banks performed well, while IT, auto, and metals saw significant losses. Investors seemed

The Indian rupee initially weakened by 26 paise, reaching 85.78 against the U.S. dollar due to news of the tariffs but 
later recovered. It closed 22 paise stronger at 85.30, marking its highest close since December 26, 2024. The rupee's recov

was supported by a weakening dollar index and stable equity markets. Analysts attributed the dollar's weakness to
cerns that the tariffs could increase the likelihood of a U.S. recession, which, if combined with inflation, would negatively 

Electronics manufacturing firms and industry associations expressed relief that the U.S.'s 27% reciprocal tarif
Indian exports did not affect semiconductors. Ajai Chowdhry, chairman of the India Electronics and Semiconductor Associa

 (IESA), noted that India could gain a competitive edge over countries like Vietnam and China in the electronics sector 
 to their higher tariffs. However, this advantage depends on Vietnam's ability to secure a trade deal with the U.S.

India's success in negotiating a bilateral trade agreement. The India Cellular and Electronics Association raised concerns 
about lower tariff rates for countries like Brazil, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, UAE, and the Philippines, which could undermine 

 U.S. President Donald Trump's 27% tarif
Indian goods will significantly impact Indian seafood 
exports, which totalled $7.38 billion in 2023-24. India,
largest seafood exporter to the U.S. with a 35% market 
share, faces a competitive disadvantage, as its 
Ecuador is only subject to a 10% tariff. This 17% di
ence raises concerns for India's seafood sector, particu
larly since frozen shrimp, the bulk of India’s seafood 
exports, is heavily affected. In 2023-24, India exported 
17.81 lakh tonnes of seafood, earning ₹60,523 crore, 
with the U.S. being the largest importer, accounting
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 Following the imposition of a 27% reciprocal tariff by the U.S. on Indian imports, exporters in India have called for an 

 The Supreme Court of India stated on Thursday that it has the authority and responsibility to ensure that Speakers do 
not delay decisions on disqualification petitions under the anti-defection law (Tenth Schedule of the Constitution) until the 

end of a legislative assembly's tenure. The Court criticized 
the practice of waiting until the last months of a House’s 
term to dismiss petitions, asserting it would not allow the 
law to be undermined. The comments came during a hear-
ing regarding petitions from Bharat Rashtra Samithi lead-
ers, urging the Telangana Assembly Speaker to act on 
disqualification proceedings for 10 MLAs who switched 
allegiance to the ruling Congress. The Court is now 
addressing whether constitutional courts can impose a 
specific timeline for Speakers to decide on such petitions, 
a step it has avoided in the past, only requesting action 
within a "reasonable time." 
 During the ongoing case, Justice Gavai criticized 
the Telangana Speaker for not providing a timeline to 
decide disqualification petitions, prompting the court to set 

a deadline itself. The Bench also expressed strong disapproval after senior advocate C.A. Sundaram highlighted comments 
by Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, who allegedly spoke on behalf of the Speaker and dismissed the possibility of 
a by-election for defected MLAs. Justice Gavai recalled a previous instance in September 2024 when the court had shown 
leniency towards Reddy after he apologized for comments on a separate case. Justice Gavai urged the Chief Minister to 
exercise restraint and emphasized that the judiciary expects similar restraint from the executive and legislature. The court 
has now reserved its judgment on the case.

early conclusion of a Bilateral Free Trade 
Agreement (BTA) to mitigate the impact of 
the tariffs. While the tariffs present chal-
lenges, India’s position is relatively favour-
able compared to competitors like Vietnam 
(46%), China (34%), and Indonesia (32%). 
Certain sectors, such as apparel, gems 
and jewellery, and chemicals, may benefit 
from export diversions. However, engineer-
ing exporters are concerned, predicting a 
$4-5 billion drop in exports in the first year, 
urging diversification into new markets like 
the EU, U.K., Canada, and GCC. The 
textile and apparel sector remains optimis-
tic, as the U.S. tariff is lower than those 
faced by competitors, and continued strate-
gic engagement is essential while also 
exploring new export destinations.
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 In response to the new U.S. tariffs, India's Commerce Ministry issued a statement on April 2, 2025, acknowledging 
the potential impact of the measures and engaging with stakeholders to assess the situation. While expressing concern, 
India also emphasized its commitment to continuing talks for a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) with the U.S., aiming to 
increase bilateral trade to $500 billion by 2030. Unlike other affected countries, India did not threaten countermeasures but 
highlighted potential opportunities arising from the tariffs, noting that India's tariff rate was lower than those faced by rivals 
like Vietnam and Thailand. However, India's diamond and jewelry sector, which exports $10 billion to the U.S., could be 
significantly affected, prompting calls for faster BTA negotiations to mitigate the impact.
Industries take stock
 The auto industry in India does not expect significant impact from the U.S. tariffs, as automobiles and auto parts 

were excluded. However, Boeing may face supply 
chain challenges, potentially delaying aircraft deliv-
eries. President Trump criticized India, Thailand, and 
Vietnam for what he called "vicious attacks" on U.S. 
workers, citing tariffs on motorcycles. This was 
despite India lowering tariffs on foreign motorcycles, 
from 100% in 2017 to 30% in 2025. In his executive 
order, Trump emphasized the need to address trade 
imbalances, comparing India’s average tariff rate of 
17% with China’s 7.5% and the EU’s 5%, and high-
lighted concerns over high tariffs on items like cars, 
rice, and network equipment.
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due to the U.S. Pituffik military base located there. Denmark's Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen has pledged to strengthen 
Greenland's security in response. Tensions have also risen between the U.S. and Canada over the disputed Northwest Pas-
sage, with Canada claiming it as internal waters and the U.S. asserting international navigation rights. Furthermore, relations 
within the Arctic Council have become strained, particularly after Russia's invasion of Ukraine, with Russia suggesting con-
trol over Norway's Svalbard. NATO members are increasingly concerned about strategic points like the Greenland-Ice-
land-U.K. gap, vital for NATO's naval defences against Russian threats. India and other observer states are closely monitor-
ing these developments.
Why does the Arctic matter so much?
 Interest in the Arctic has increased due to its vast untapped resources, with a 2009 U.S. Geological Survey estimating 
that the region holds 13% of the world's undiscovered oil reserves and 30% of its untapped natural gas reserves. Greenland 
also contains significant rare earth elements, attracting Chinese investment, though many projects were suspended due to 
environmental concerns and U.S. political pressure. Additionally, the melting of Arctic sea ice has opened new trade routes, 
such as the Northeast Passage, which could shorten the distance between East Asia and Europe by 8,000 kilometers, 
saving China billions. However, for this to happen, Russia would need to grant China access to its Arctic ports, a move 
Russia has been cautious about.
What lies ahead?
 Nations have taken concrete steps to assert their Arctic ambitions, with Russia symbolically planting a flag at the 
North Pole in 2007 and maintaining military bases in the region. In 2022, Russia conducted joint naval exercises with China, 
highlighting strategic Arctic security concerns. China, declaring itself a "Near-Arctic State" in 2018, is building its first nucle-
ar-powered icebreaker. Following the inclusion of Sweden and Finland in NATO after Russia's invasion of Ukraine, NATO 
has increased its military presence in the Arctic, conducting large-scale exercises near Russia's border. This has raised con-
cerns about strategic imbalances and heightened tensions in the region as temperatures rise.
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Among Ministries, Home Affairs ‘dropped’ most assurances

 Since 2014, the Ministry of Home Affairs has made the highest number of assurances in Parliament, with 421 in the 
Lok Sabha and 338 in the Rajya Sabha. However, a significant portion of these assurances—15% in the Lok Sabha and 12% 
in the Rajya Sabha—remain unfulfilled. Assurances are promises made by ministries to take action on specific issues raised 
in Parliament, and they are considered "pending" if not fulfilled within three months. The Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs 
tracks these assurances through the Online Assurance Monitoring System (OAMS). As of March 2024, nearly 65% of assur-
ances made in the Lok Sabha that year were still pending. A notable example is an assurance related to Adani Group ports, 
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which remains unresolved since March 2023.
 Moreover, between 2014 and 2022, the share of 
assurances dropped, ranging between 5 and 11% (Chart 
1). For instance, in 2021, Trinamool Congress MP Mahua 
Moitra raised the matter of investigating the Adani Group 
and the various foreign portfolio investors owning stakes in 
their companies. The Finance Ministry provided certain 
details and stated that SEBI was investigating the matter. 
This assurance was later dropped. Similarly, nearly 66% of 
the assurances made in 2024 in the Rajya Sabha were 
pending as of March 24. In the Rajya Sabha, about 36% of 
the assurances made in 2023 and 24% made in 2022 are 
still pending. Also, between 2014 and 2022, the share of 
assurances dropped, ranging between 2% and 15% (Chart 
2).
Charts 3A and 3B show the Ministries with the highest 
shares of dropped and pending assurances between 2014 
and 2024 in Lok Sabha. Charts 4A and 4B show the same 
for the Rajya Sabha.
 As noted earlier, the Home Ministry dropped the most 
assurances across both Houses. For instance, former Lok 
Sabha MP Sirajuddin Ajmal’s question in 2014 on the 
State-wise number of reported terrorist attacks along with 
the number of terrorists arrested and killed was not 
answered and the assurance was dropped by the Home 
Ministry. Lok Sabha MP Asaduddin Owaisi’s question to the 
Home Ministry in 2014 about the ‘out of turn promotions’ and 
‘gallantry awards’ allegedly given to policemen involved in 
fake encounters was also dropped. The Home Affairs Minis-
try also dropped both questions asked by Congress MP 
Manish Tiwari on the Pulwama terror attack in 2019 and 
2020. Finance, Law and Justice, Road Transport and High-
ways, and Railways featured among the top five Ministries 
that dropped the most assurances across both Houses.
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